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ARUVITHURA PERUNNAL
ST.GEORGE FORANE CHURCH, ARUVITHURA |
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LOCATION Kottayam
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LandmarkalitEae KSRTC Bus Station — 150 m

e
Nearest Bus Station KSRTC Bus Station — 150 m

Nearest Railway e
] Kottayam Railway Station — 38 Km
ACCESSIBILITY | Station Y /
e
Nearest Airport Cochin International airport — 83 Km

. +01- -
Phone 2: +91-4822- 274017(Vicar)
Phone 3: +91-4822-274900(Office)
CONTACT Email:  aruvithurachurch@gmail.com
Website: www.aruvithurapally.com



The Aruvithura Perunnal is the annual feast of St George.
Also known as Thirunnal the celebrations are in April at the
Aruvithura Church. The first edifice of the church at Irapeli
(now Aruvithura) was made of granite stones in the manner
similar to that of Hindu temples. It is traditionally believed that
St. Thomas, visited Irapeli and converted a prominent Jewish
trader family named "Thengummoottil* to Christianity and laid
a cross on the banks of the Meenachil River. The church of
Irapeli having apostolic origin, was first dedicated to the Virgin
mother. In the 14th century when the church of Nilackal or
Chayal, one of those churches founded by St.Thomas was
destroyed, several families migrated to Irapeli .They carried
with them a statue of St.George. Later St.Mary’s church,
Irapeli came to be known as St.George’s Church, Irapeli (later
Aruvithura). St.George's Forane Church at Aruvithura is
believed to be one of the seven churches established by St.
Thomas.
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DESCRIPTION (How festival is celebrated)

The annual feast of St. George also popularly known as
Thirunnal is celebrated on the 23rd, 24th and 25th of April.

The event is marked by special prayers, holy mass and other
ntuals A large number of devotees visit the church durlng this
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