QATARSE

America
" 13/14D East America &

Canada Discovery

Philadelphia ® Washington DC ¢ Pennsylvania ® Boston
New York / New Jersey ¢ Niagara Falls
Toronto ¢ Ottawa ¢ Montreal ¢ Quebec
Dep: May 19,29

Jun 29,12,26 Jul 3

Aug 7 Sep 81

rs3688

10D Highlights of Europe

Black Forest ¢ Cologne ® Lucerne ¢ Colmar
Amsterdam ¢ Brussels ¢ Paris

v Titisee ¢ Cologne Cathedral ¢ Lion Monument
f v Eiffel Tower ¢/ Zaanse Schans ¢ Canal Cruise
Confirmed Dep: Jun 9 Jul 5
Dep:May 5 Jun 2 Aug 4

Sep 8,22 Oct 6,20

Cost Saver fr $2 238
15/16D Europe Discovery

Rome ¢ Pisa ¢ Florence ¢ Venice ¢ Salzburg ¢ Innsbruck
Lucerne ¢ Interlaken ¢ Cologne ® Amsterdam

Brussels ¢ Paris ® London*

Confirmed Dep: Apr 14 May 26 Jun 2

Dep: Apr 28 May 28 Jun 4911

Sep 3,8,24 Oct1,8
Most Comprehensive fr $3788

14D Best of Italy / Switzerland /
Paris & Amsterdam

Rome ¢ Vatican City ¢ Pisa ® Florence ¢ Venice ¢ Milan
i Lucerne ¢ Engelberg ® Bern ¢ Paris * Brussels ® Amsterdam
% v Colosseum v Eiffel Tower ¢ Zaanse Schans
& ! Confirmed Dep: Apr 23 May 28

= Jun 4,11 Sep 10 Oct 8
Dep: Jul 30 Sep 3,17,24 Oct1

s 3388
12D Highlights of Scotland & England

Edinburgh ¢ Lake District ¢ Liverpool

Manchester ¢ York ¢ Stratford-upon-Avon

Bath ¢ Oxford ® London

v/ UNESCO World Heritage Site Stonehenge

v Edinburgh Castle ¢ Royal Mile ¢ The Beatles Story

Confirmed Dep: May 26 Jun 9
rs 3338

Dep: Jun2 Aug 4 Sep 8

12D Spain & Portugal Passion

Barcelona ¢ Valencia ¢ Alicante ¢ Guadix

.= Granada ¢ Cordoba ° Seville ¢ Lisbon

Fatima ¢ Salamanca ¢ Segovia ® Madrid

i v Sagrada Familia v/ Alhambra ¢ Mezquita

" v Troglodyte Quarter Cave Houses ¢ Royal Palace
Confirmed Dep: Apr 20,27 May 25 Jun 8

Dep: Jun 115 Aug 3

i ' Sep 7,28 Oct 512,19 fr 52438

All prices are subjected to associated taxes &
surcharges correct at time of print & subject to change fr 5481 to 5673

*Selected tours & departures; conditions apply. All information is correct at time of print.
Delight*Fool" Sale 1- 3 Apr (Fri - Sun)

e¢CHAN BROTHERS TRAVEL 6212 9660

'—150 South Bridge Road #07-01 Fook Hai Building Mon - Fri 10am - 7pm Sat 10am - 6pm This Sun 1lam - 6pm
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SPICED JOURNEYS

Kerala on
my mind

Can't forget a place of
charmed backwaters and
charming laid-back people

learn how to swim (sometimes even
before they learn how to walk).

THE REALKERALA

Keralais unquestionably a dream des-
tination. Backwaters aside, it charms
with its old-fashioned settlements, un-
spoilt coastline, rolling hills and val-
leys, lush green coconut groves and
a spiced perfumed air everywhere
you go.

In ancient times, it was scent spic-
es that lured merchant ships from as
far away as Phoenicia, Egypt, Baby-
lon, Assyria and China, all willing to
brave the currents of the high seas
just to land on Kerala’s shores.

They were followed by the Arabs
and the Europeans — including the
Portuguese, Dutch and British — all
of whom marched in after Vasco da
Gama established the route from Eu-
rope by sailing around Africa’s Cape
Of Good Hope. These traders estab-
lished a cultural melting pot in Kerala
that differentiates the region from the
rest of India.

Here, the air is fresh and the sky
is blue. When travelling across the
region, it’s amazing to observe how
the placid beauty of the land has in-
fluenced the people’s lifestyle, which
has remained slow and easy-going.
The land seems to be blessed by the
gods — and perhaps that’s why one
of the nicknames of Kerala is “God’s
own country”.

Different religions such as Hin-
duism, Islam, Christianity and Ju-
daism coexist harmoniously here.
These diverse faiths were introduced
with the influx of traders, travel-
lers and missionaries. The Parade-
si Synagogue in Mattancherry, the
Padmanabhaswamy Temple in the
state capital, Thiruvananthapuram,
the Santa Cruz Basilica in Kochi
or the mosque in Munnar still have

SANDIPHOR
features@mediacorp.com.sg

SINGAPORE — A rooster screeches its
morning call. A few crows join in, and
soon other chirping birds add melody
to the mood as their shrill cries break
the morning silence. The surrounding
darkness slowly fades as the rising sun
throws light onto the dark horizon of
sleepy Kerala.

The first morning ferry honks its
wake-up call and a gentle breeze car-
ries the undulating voice from the mu-
ezzin of a nearby mosque, as the ring-
ing of temple bells signals the start of
yet another day in the backwaters of
this Indian state.

Travellers who have experienced
this morning symphony call it won-
drous. Long renowned for its idyl-
lic beauty, these backwaters are
an integrated network of rivers,
lakes, canals, estuaries and lagoons
that thread through the length and
breadth of Kerala, located in the
southwestern tip India tucked be-
tween the Arabian Sea on the west
(it has 600km of shoreline) and the
Western Ghat Mountains to the east.
It is in these emerald waters that
farmers transport their produce,
women wash their clothes, men fish
for their livelihoods and children
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in Kerala.

equal status in the society here.
Needless to say, there is a lot to do

in Kerala in terms of sightseeing. You
can take at look at what remains of
the European and Chinese influence
in Fort Kochilocated in the municipal-
ity of Kochi, or wander through nar-
row streets of the old Jewish town of
Mattancherry, visit the spice gardens
at Thekkady or tea gardens at Mun-
nar, or simply relax at the world-fa-
mous Kovalam beach after a tradition-
al “Ayurvedic” treatment.

BOATING BLISS

As fascinating as those sights are,

in a Kerala-style houseboat called
“Kettuvallam”. Made of bamboo,
cane, coir and wood, these beauti-
ful vessels, which were earlier used
to transport rice, have been refash-
ioned into stylishly furnished floating
cottages. Their exotic images brand
tourism in Kerala. With Kerala’s more
than 1,900km of waterways, obvi-
ously there are many coastal points
to begin a voyage, but the two most
popular are Alappuzha and Kollam,
the latter eulogised by great travellers
like Marco Polo and Ibn Battuta.

The cruise provides a unique op-
portunity to witness a pulsing syn-
ergy between nature and human life
which hasn’t changed much. As the
sun rose above the horizon, it was in-
teresting to notice how life springs
into action in this rural quarter. Ca-
noes piled with fruits and vegetables
or carrying office workers and school-
children crowd the waterways, while
women washing dishes shyly turned
away from curious eyes of visitors
passing by. The aroma of wood fire
and unnamed spices from the kitch-
en hearths drifted in the air.

As the day moved on, the wayside
scenery changed: Children on their
way to school stopped at times to scuf-
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fle with each other; farmers worked in
® CONTINUED ON PAGE 66

they can’t top the quintessential Ker-

Book a stay on a traditional houseboat for an unforgettable stay in the backwaters of Kerala. protos. sanoiHor ala experience: A backwater cruise

. .Online Booking @ www.ctc.com.sg

SAVE CHILD
UP TO TRAVELS

s1000 FREE

*Selected tours & departures only. *Selected tours &
*T&Cs apply. departures only.

= *T&Cs apply.
GOODIES GALORE

. coupon for
Chinatown Point Carpark
valid only on Apr 2-3
" Sat & Sun only
* With any tours purchased,
T&Cs applicable

Exclusive for

To Enjoy More Benefits Partner Insurer

& i % W

v EL SIGN UP TODAY FREE! . DBS/POSB Cardmembers
TRA since 1990 CT TRAVEL AlG ., II"l%l':l': "’“' FREE l_%1"(425”/2?_” Expandable
LUB 1 % ce Cream , ardcase Luggage*
Aot Rowards  Rejoics Fsﬁeﬁfmﬁ‘ﬁﬂ‘ﬁﬂf E (1pm - 6pm) “Min spend of $3.200, 4 200, 6,200 per DBSIPOSB carcholer,
www.ctc. * T&Cs apply. * While stocks last first-come-fst-served whl stocks last. T80s appl

ANt o

(Ewnels :

] YO ‘l‘ !

reat : :

W Discount up to $100 per cotipte* 1

& Northern Lights : 3 A

explorer Sess ] . .

equipments e - i 1 :

. ST 3 !

9D4N Auroras, 8D7N Northern Lights | 8D7N Auroras Around  19p11N Mama Mia! Greece! 8D7N Athens Mykonos Santorini 1 ;

‘G,?alg?enrofasg%on ExDIor.er. [gﬁlgg,gavik (Overnight in Mykonos & Santorin) 151968 (Overnight in Mykonos & Santorin) 151138 2 !
2N Reykjavik * 2N Went s LNt 8D7N Grecian Odyssey with Turkey ~ 8D7N Grecian Explorer Discount up to 40% 2nd pax*

« 1N South Iceland

* 2N Vatnajokull Region Greek Islands + Turkey (with 5 days (Includes Athen, Hydra, Poros, Aegina, INSIGHT VACATIONS contiki

ﬁ1458*.

« 1N Southeast . . | * 1N Vatnajokull region . > ) . I r ) AIE
lceland fr$1 31 8 « 1N South Iceland fr$2298 « 1N South Iceland fr$3398 Iconic Aegean Sea Cruise) fr$1 548 Argolis, Olympia, Delphi and Kalambaka see fhe world from the inside
Discoynt
. up 1031000
T T e er P —— = ~ "
W Seaf;gl,;ggg”" 27TO GO / Seat-in-Coach Package - 10190k Enlljggigr?:gur oun preferred finerary 15175"  @FTZIR 6D5N Hokkaido  (5978" ) 5D4N Seoul 5228
Wt - ¢ 4/5D Cairns 15248" i....PACKage £ No shopping Stops, No Rush, % QLIS Self-Drive Free & Easy
iy 5 (with Hot air balloon experience) 5D4N Rotorua Discovery i 978+ No Hassle PIT2® 5D4N Sparkling 588"
¥ e TR g 4/8D Tasmania (Free Hobart city tour) 1$268*  6D5N Auckland, Rotorua and $1158* B 3D2N Taipei ’ WA ® Korea
N j 4/5D Melbourne (Free Melbourne city tour) $291* Wellington Free & Easy 5148 378
4/5D Gold Coast 1$299°  6D5N Southern Splendour $1318" = 4D3N Tokyo Free and Easy 15428 3D2N Busan Getaway S
{Free SkyPoint admission) 7D6N Wonderful South 151438 3D2N Leisure 4D3N Osaka Free and Easy ~ 15498-  3D2N Jeju Getaway 5278
4/5D Sydney 7$368"  8D7N South Island Road Trip $1688* : 4/5/6D Okinawa Self-Drive 5368  3D2N Let's Drive in Jeju 5328
4/5D“ ;r;ﬁhb(cir?;[mRa expe;i;r;cesttSyd)ney T(f)g*;re)_r ?gg:lmc;nicstTnd:;r o 1,3;2:2:— 7D6N Kyushu Self-Drive s1558- 7D6N Sparkling Korea + Jeju 15978
- wi ottnest Island tour, T lew Zealant oal rip fr$ * . A
5D4N AUStl"Ialla & Farmstay Self-Drive Package  (vhpE: 13D12N Hobbiton, Weta and 154598  5D4N Enchanting Taipei & Yilan "%gg Tout
* Return airport/hotel transfer 4 i 6D5N Flying Cow & Cing Jin * 3 . - +
* 1 night farmstay with transfer f|’$868* 6D5N Perth & The Golden Outback  $678* Gueenstovn . 7D6N wlé'sthaiw";n & /Iuigshlang 23458' n hutan Discount $900 per couple Hepal mm{;"%%%wsmw’ﬂ
* 3N dation with daily break 6D5N Melbourne & 1$768* Self-Drive Package (Private tour with full board meal) 5D Nepal Experience fi5 538
The Great Ocean Road FREE UPGRADE Car Insurance to Max Coverage Return ticket by Druk Air: Drukair 6D Beauty o? Nepal 5 968°
Choice of following cities: 6D5N Melbourne & 5908+ f . * Include visa fees - ey +
: . . 5D4N North Island Special $1048 - 3 10D Wonderful Nepal $1318
Gold Coast: Theme park include DreamWorld The Southern Touring Triangle . 7D6N South Island Special 51008: @XM 4D3N Hong Kong ! : Discount $160 per couple”
or MovieWorld 7D6N Melbourne to Sydney 1$878 R770§ & Macau 328" Sri Lanka  Discouni per couple
. 8D7N Melbourne to Adelaide 5888* Best Experience! bt " " : GVLonwards
Melbourne: Full day tour include Great Ocean via The Great Ocean Road . 3D2N Hong Kong Free andEasy ~ 15118" s 5/6D Delight of Sri Lanka s 668"
Road or Philip Island 6D5N Adelaide, Barossa & 51038+ 7D6N The Young Adventurer 51728+ 4D3N Hong K Disnevl 438" 7/10D Essence of Sri Lanka 51048+
Cairns: Full day tour include Green Island Cruise gagga’ggmandd T 1065 SD7N Great Southern Journey 1$1988* 3N Hong Kong and Disneyland 1338 s 4/5D Sri Lanka Muslim Tour s 528
with Lunch or Kuranda, Secnic Rail & Skyrail 7DEN S{mrr:;yau:s;%lll:nj poLgence ;rrg1158' 9D8N Amazing South Island 52168+  5D4N Hong Kong & Shenzhen fr$208* 5D Magical Bhutan $2288* Myanmar D"””,';"ﬂ, Maﬂs’s”"””'
Sydney: Full day tour include Blue Mountain Farmstay & Tangalooma 8D7N Wonders of North Island 52388 5D4N Hong Kong, Shenzhen & Macau 1$398" 7D Essential Bhutan 52968* 5D Heritage of Myanmar 151038"
with cruise or Canberra 9D8N Tasmanian Rhapsody #$1158*  15D14N Middle Earth New Zealand  $3038*  5D4N Hong Kong, Macau & Zhuhai  7$368* 10D Cultural Bhutan 733978 7D Ancient Beauty of Myanmar $2358*

* Denotes applicable taxes + fuel surcharges and varies according to
specific departure dates & choice airfines.”* information is correct as
of 30/3/16 and subject to change due to currency and / or other

133 New Bridge Road, #03-03 Chinatown Point
& www.ctc.com.sg X enquiry@ctc.com.sg
O© Business Hours: Saturday & Sunday: 10am-8pm TA704

fluctuations. * Selected tours & departures only.

CTCTRAVEL 6536 3345

*Land tours only. *T&Cs apply. *Taxes:fr$ 1000 $700



Book now pay
later, no deposit
required

Free itinerary
planning &
quotation

Chan Brothers Free & Easy+

www.ChanBrothersFreeNEasy.com
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Fully personalised ~ Free travel kit with
or semi four
options

BEYOND

®

20%

THANIOTHERIONLINEIRATES

GUARANTEED

24-hour

expert advice &

insider guide support

Do It Yourself (DIY) Online

emergency
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Temples line the banks of the backwaters. pHoTo:1sTO0CK

Kerala on

humans — there was even a buffalo
half-submerged in the stream.
While a lazy silence filled the af-

5D THREilgﬂRG(éﬁfquUI E 5D THREﬁgﬂ%ﬁgRUISE 1 d ternoon, the joie de vivre picked up
* included - my m].n again in the evening. With the sun

Option of securing flight until
point of confirmationn

Included
Recommended, time-tested
hotels & cruise operators

Included
Hassle-free organised
sightseeing & dining with
maximum flexibility

Instant confirmation with little recourse
for subsequent change

Limited information resources &
reviews to make an informed decision

Walk-in refail price

® CONTINUED FROM PAGE 65
the adjacent paddy fields with ox-driv-
en ploughs while weary fishermen,
whose faces are weathered by years
of sun and surf, returned home with
their catch.

The houseboats stopped at these

slowly sinking into the horizon, peo-
ple sat by the banks dangling their
feet in water, while greeting travel-
lers in passing houseboats with waves
and mirth.

And asnight crept in, the croaking
frogs took up the chorus of the even-
ing song. It was almost reminiscent

Included ) $230 ) points for visitors to buy some sea- of the morning chorus, when nature
T PrebOOkﬁgnief::: n<oach sﬁﬁgf fime ég;isng?g’ rtc;?cggnlgcfgtri;?t food, but more for an opportunity to sounded its “alarm”. It was time to hit
—— Exud mingle with the locals. Many of them  the sack.
— nclude xclu : ; ;
= Personalised ifinerary Take the fall for hiceups in your largely can converse 1n.Enghsh — Kgrala Our houseboat dwellers retired to
ltinerary planning by specialists untried & untested itineraries has the highest literacy rates in In- our bunks, recounting the encounters

Pre-departure

dia. Around noon, when the tempera-

of the rewarding day. Tomorrow, an-

Information Kit Included Excluded ture soars, you can see entire fami- other dawn summoned by Mother Na-
24-hour Emergency Included Excluded lies out splashing in the water to get ture awaited. And we could not wait
Support respite from the heat. And it’snot just  for it to begin again.

Assurance of Payment

Security & Physical Included Excluded

Customer Service Staff

After-sales Service Included Excluded

Total Per Person
(excluding taxes &

Fr $998
surcharges)

Fr $1270

Gelj Away, Your, Way,

HoHdays Mmade t
0
at your own time,

CHINA ® Return Airfare*  2/4/6 to Go

Hotline: 6212 9686

measure,

3D HAIKOU fr$128 3D SHENZHEN fr$305 choice, tyour own

3D GUANGZHOU i$130 5D BELING f $488 Y DESTINATION T DutEe!
WL IYTRIE WWW.ChanBrothers.com/Customi

3D SANYA i$185 5D SHANGHAI + WATERTOWN  fr $588 o TRAVEL DATE cehachanbrothers.comay "

5D XIAMEN i $200 5D THREE GORGES + CHONGQING fr $998 Anytime, o mor .
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your requirements

JAPAN . Do /l\'-'RICE ——
TAIWAN Lond Only B9 g ceording to your budget |
6D OSAKA & BEYOND $1498 7D TAIWAN OCEAN & FOREST % /A o GROUP SizE
6D TOKYO, SHIRAKABA & NIKKO fr $1498 » IS_|ecz|:1-inscoctccihRToiJ%with Chinese Speaking Guide 2 A o As few as 2 travellers
» High Speed Rail Experience b+ LANGUA
gDogIEPﬁQKI.ING KOREA i $848 » 3 Night Markets » 13 Meals fr $538 5 {r MUltiHngual?oEr guide
. 6D FAVOURITES OF TAIWAN =
sDNgrEr?lls{tr\Fy&N Petite France Shuttle &= » Choice of Yilun.or Cingjing Farm Stay P f‘*ﬁr— PAN]
Bus Tour » Everland Shuttle Bus Tour fr $848 Elﬁﬁ:s[)e lé;zgltil:]gvlgtr?vgrar with fr $698 % i [TA'WAN] [KOREA] [JA e d0|
fEREéSTTrEg:\iyK&ESA s LI t$1228 82 ENCHANEI{\IG TAIQNAN g | - Return Airport Transfer » Quality Accommodation Land Only e
| > t-i it gl L
7D SPARKLING KOREA fr $1298  Chinese Speaking Guide £$1228 =| || 3/4/5D TAIWAN YOUR WAY
%| || *70nrDaily Use of Private Car @ toGo fr s355 _
AUSTRALIA / NEW ZEALAND / EUROPE / USA | Hoiine: 6212 9684 [ 4 i g
z| E E
AUSTRALIA / NEW ZEALAND - cgen) EUROPE 2 4N Stay at 3/4% Hotel =B
»5/6/7N AccommOdqﬁoT So ; Reiurr]l_Airf(F:lre > Rleturn AiE)olrt / Train Station = - | : SpeciaIVSeasonal Floral Tours @ to Go fr 5853 g
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You can now scroll through pictures of more wine bottles before you've even finished

quaffing the one in your hand. proto. THE DAILY TELEGRAPH

DO WE REALLY NEED THIS?

Start-up invents Wi-Fi
touchscreen wine bottle

But some punters are wondering if
this isn't the most pointless invention ever?

LONDON- Ever wish there was a touch-
screen on your wine bottle?

Of course you didn’t. No one has ev-
er wished for their wine to have Wi-
Fi, because it is an idea that borders
on stupid.

Drinking wine is one of the few pur-

suits uninterrupted by technology, un-
less you are watching it in front of Net-
flix or you are glued to your phone.
However, a start-up called Kuvee
has decided its first product should be
a Wi-Fi-enabled wine bottle, so that
you can scroll through pictures of more

wine bottles before you have even fin-
ished quaffing the one in your hand.

They helpfully point out that to
serve the wine, you “simply tilt and
pour like a regular bottle”.

You buy wine cartridges for it and
it tells you what kind of wine you're
drinking on the touch screen. (This
will be very helpful for all those peo-
ple who buy wine bottles without la-
bels on.)

You can also read pairing notes on
what to drink the wine with (sadly,
they have not invented cheese with
a touchscreen yet), and see photos of
who made the wine.

It also estimates how much wine
there is left in the bottle, in case you're
unable to estimate from the weight or
by looking at it.

You cannot actually see how much
wine there is in the bottle with this
product, as it is opaque, and the num-
ber on the screen is aloose estimation.

The bottle also has to be regularly
charged, which may hinder its roman-
tic appeal — we’re not sure if it would
be romantic to serve wine from a Wi-
Fibottle to your beau, while it is at-
tached to a charger!

The charge also only lasts for five
to six hours at a time, so it won’t even
last a whole evening.

Luckily, it can be used as aregular
bottle when the battery dies.

“We never want to prevent you
from having a glass of wine,” said
a spokesperson for the start-up.
THE DAILY TELEGRAPH

ONLINE

Dining tips
How to get a table at the
hottest restaurants

http://bitly/hottable

PHOTO: THE IVY RESTAURANT'S WEBSITE

Enjoy free delivery + 10% off your first order above $30." Use promo code REel»JiV{ Y hIS

*10% off applicable only on first-time orders placed by 30th April 2016. Applies to the first $200 spent. Not applicable to milk formulas and OTC medicine.
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Shopping for your

ramily and the home?
Let us give you a hand, or two.

Juggling between caring for the family and managing
the home is never easy. Why not get a few pairs of helping hands

Shop online with RedMart today.

with RedMart? We have just about everything you need for your
family and home, plus we'll deliver right to your door!

For full coupon code conditions, please visit about.redmart.com/universal-regulations-for-coupon-codes.
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