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Munnar was supposed to be a place known primarily for its tea plantations, but it
has evolved over the decades in a magnificent way. The visuals still remain, and at
1,500 m to 2,695 m above sea level, they leave a permanent mark on all who visit
this majestic place. Travellers can constantly be seen raving about its hills, the
mist, the valleys, the streams, the waterfalls, tea plantations and the rare flora and
fauna on display here. There are a large number of locations in and around the
place that provide holiday-goers with a perfect backdrop to let off some steam and
unwind to their heart’s content.
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Located in the legendary South Western Ghats of India, it got its name due to
its standing at the confluence of three rivers — Muthirapuzha, Nallathanni and
Kundala Rivers (Moonu means 3 and aru is a river). Once the summer capital
for the British, its tea plantation days are what earned it fame. Some of the most
loved sites here include Eravikulam National Park, Anamudi Peak, Mattupetty,
Top Station and the Tea Museum. The events, packages and activities are
immense, and one never runs out of fun and invigorating things to do in these
parts.
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The grandest and most-visited site in all of Munnar, Eravikulam National Park
is home to some of the most mystical species in all of Kerala, be it the majestic
Nilgiri Tahr or the blue gem that blooms only once every 12 years, the Neelak-
urinji (Strobilanthes kunthianus). Spread out over an area of 97 sq. km, it is
located Devikulam Taluk of Idukki district. Once you reach Munnar, take the
road to Rajamala and Eravikulam will soon be in sight.

The National Park is a protected area and is divided into three regions - the core
area, the buffer area and the tourism area. Visitors are allowed only to the tour-
ism area that is in Rajamala, the region lying beyond the road entry into Eraviku-
lam. Eravikulam is also famous for being the natural habitat of the endangered
Nilgiri Tahr, the endangered mountain goat and this park was built with the aim
of protecting and conserving them.
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Declared a National Park in 2008, Mathikettan Shola gets a lot of traction among

our visitors due to it being among the most prominent elephant strips in the area.
Spread out over 12.82 sq km, it is also home to some of the rarest floral and
faunal species in all of Idukki. Fed by Uchillkuthi Puzha, Mathikettan Puzha,
and Njandar, three water bodies that emanate from the Panniyar, its highest
point is the Kattumala, which borders neighbouring Tamil Nadu.
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Ecotourism lets people appreciate the many boons that Mother Earth has
bestowed us with. It is the epitome of making people realize the true value of the
treasures that we are endangering with our reckless actions. It is the clarion call
that resonates within one's soul in a seamless but provocative manner, evoking

the basic empathy that is the first step in battling the environmental dangers we
are facing in this day and age.
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Snckking
( Roningi Frail )

Every 12 years, writers, biologists and nature enthusiasts throng to Idukki as
people come together to witness the rare blooming of the legendary Neelak-
urinji. Sacred to the locals, and a source of pride for all Keralites, it turns the
streets of Munnar into a carnival every single time it appears.

This trail is in itself a soft trekking package that helps you see the patches where
one can witness the rare tracks of the Nilgiri Tahr and the areas where one
normally gets to view the Neelakurinji. This three-hour trek is scheduled for
mornings and evenings.
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Inside Eravikulam, there are hidden jewels that people come across only once
they enter these hallowed grounds. The Lakkom Waterfalls originate in the
heart of the Park and offer absolutely mesmerizing visuals. The waterfall is on
the roadside in the route from Munnar to Marayoor, and is easily accessible.
Many people loving making this pitstop to simply capture the divinity of the
moment. Visitors can also avail services from the eco shop cafeteria and refresh-
ing recreation centre set up here.

Cost of the Package
Rs. 20 per person
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The forest whispers when you re least expecting it to. The very air perme-
ates your being, with soft caresses and gentle murmurs that let you know
that you're surrounded by over a million different species at any given
time. Flora and fauna are simply words that cannot capture the brilliance
that exists in these parts, as you weave your way through luxuriant Shola
forests while the enchanting Lakkom Waterfalls is right next to you. This
one hour trek is scheduled for mornings and evenings and is among the
Parks most beloved attractions.

Cost of the package
Rs. 100/ person
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Stay at Lakkom Log House

The Lakkom Log House is embraced by the Shola forests, hidden perfectly in
the palm of nature itself. The sweet chirping birds and gurgling waterfalls
form the perfect getaway for any modern traveller, tired by the ebbs and flows
of urban life. Lakkom Log House is located near the Lakkom Waterfalls and
offers high-end accommodation, forming one among the foremost premium
sites in this entire location.

Cost of the Package

Rs. 3000 for two Indian Nationals

Rs. 4000 for Foreigners

Rs.1000 per extra person (maximum 4 persons)

Contact Details
For enquiries and reservations, Forest Information Centre
Wildlife Warden'’s Office, Munnar - 685 612
Tel: 91-4865-231587, Mob. 91 8301024187, 91 8547603199
Email: enpmunnar@gmail.com
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In Chinnar, rainfall is among the most anticipated times of the year as
it gives much-sought solace to its heat parched land. Its location in the
Western Ghats ensures that it misses out on the routine monsoon in
June-July which other parts of the State enjoy. Yet, it is a much-loved
site in Idukki, and interestingly, is famous for being the location of the
second highest number of Grizzled Giant Squirrels in the world.

Trek to Thoovanam Falls

The intrinsic beauty of Chinnar is best sought out on a trek to Thoova-
nam falls. Locals attest to this 4 km trail being the best method to
traverse and experience many of the sanctuaries’ intricacies. The jour-
ney begins from Alampetty Checkpost, and a guide takes you on a trip
that lasts over 3 hours. The Chinnar River is right next to you, and as
soon as the Thoovanam Waterfalls come in front of you from afar, you
are instantly transported to a magical land of beauty and wonder.

Tlmlng 08.00 A.M. — 02.00 P.M. (in-between 3 hours)

Rate

Rs. 250/~ Indian Nationals
Rs. 600/- for Foreigners
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Jeep Suforilo Marayoon

Marayoor is a great location to get in touch with the past and histo-

17

ry of this region. A special drive to the village of Marayoor through
the tribal villages of the region and to Kanthalloor Village is among
the best ways to understand the roots around which this entire area
evolved. This package is available in two slots: 3 hours and a 5-hour

programme.

Tlmmg 08.00 AM — 02.00 PM
Rate

Rs. 3000/- for 3 hours
Rs. 6000/- for 5 hours
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‘Tea ‘Estate Munnar
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4 different view
‘Thoovanam water falls
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Magical view of ‘Eravikulam
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Meesapulimala hills
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Nilgiri Tahr at ‘Eravikulam
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‘Pambadum Shola National Park
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‘Trekkers atop Meesapulimala
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‘Trekking trail to Meesapulimala
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National Park
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