Thiruvananthapuram

Padmanabha Swamy Temple – Video

Dedicated to Lord Vishnu, the temple is a blend of the Kerala and Dravidian styles of architecture. Only Hindus are allowed inside the temple 

Open: 

0415 - 0515 hrs, 0645 - 0730 hrs

0830 - 1030 hrs, 1130 - 1145 hrs, 1715 - 1930 hrs 

Dress code: 

Men - Dhoti.

Women - Saree and blouse.

Getting there:     

Nearest Railway Station: Thiruvananthapuram Central, about 1 km away. 

Nearest Airport: Thiruvananthapuram International Airport, about 8km away.

The Kanakakunnu Palace – Photo
(Open from 10:00 am to 5:00 pm on all days except Mondays) 

Its name alluding to the small hillock on which it stands, this beautiful old palace built by the Royal House of Travancore exemplifies the architectural brilliance of Kerala's past. At night, the illumined palace is a sight to behold. The interiors have large crystal chandeliers and some fine pieces of furniture belonging to the royalty.

Getting there:

Nearest railway station: Thiruvananthapuram central, about 2 km.

Nearest airport: Thiruvananthapuram International Airport, about 6 km from the city.

Shankhumugham Beach – Photo
Location: About 8 km from Thiruvananthapuram city 

The Shankhumugham beach, adjacent to the Thiruvananthapuram Airport and the Veli Tourist Village, is a favourite haunt of sunset watchers. 

An indoor recreation club, the Matsya Kanyaka (a 35 m long sculpture of a mermaid) and a restaurant shaped like a starfish and the Chacha Nehru Traffic Training Park for children are some of the attractions here.  

Getting there:

Nearest railway station: Thiruvananthapuram Central, about 16 km away

Nearest airport: Thiruvananthapuram International Airport, about 1 km away

Kuthiramalika Palace Museum – Photo
Location:  Adjacent to Sree Padmanabhaswamy Temple at East Fort

The Kuthiramalika Palace Museum has a wide range of royal exhibits of the erstwhile princely State of Travancore.

The Kuthiramalika Palace, built during the reign of singer-composer Swathi Thirunal (1813-1834 AD), is a classic specimen of Kerala architecture.Kuthiramalika, which means Horse Bungalow, takes its name from the roof beams carved in the shape of horses’ heads.                                                                        

Visiting hours: 8.30 - 12.30 hrs; 15.30 - 17.30 hrs. Closed on Mondays 

Getting there:

Nearest railway station: Thiruvananthapuram Central, about 1 km away

Nearest airport: Thiruvananthapuram International Airport, about 6 km away

The Napier Museum – Photo
Location:  Near the zoological park in the Napier Museum compound, right in the heart of the city

The Napier Museum or the Government Art Museum, with its eclectic collection of bronze pieces, historic ornaments, ivory carvings and chariots, is a veritable treasure house. The Sree Chitra Art Gallery houses fascinating paintings from different parts of the world, including a rare collection by Kerala’s own Raja Ravi Varma.

Visiting hours: Open from 10 am to 5 pm on all days except on Wednesday mornings and Mondays 

Getting there:

Nearest railway station: Thiruvananthapuram Central, about 2 km away

Nearest airport: Thiruvananthapuram International Airport, about 6 km from the city.

Veli Tourist Village - Video
Location: About 8 km from Thiruvananthapuram city

The Veli Tourist Village, built where the Veli lagoon meets the Arabian Sea, is replete with fishponds, wading pools and landscaped gardens. 

There are facilities for boating and water sports and a children's park around the floating bridge that connects the village to the beach. Nearby is the Shankhumukham beach skirting the Thiruvananthapuram International Airport.

Visiting hours: 7 am to 8 pm 

Getting there:

Nearest railway station: Thiruvananthapuram Central, about 8 km away

Nearest airport: Thiruvananthapuram International Airport, about 3 km away

Akkulam Tourist Village – Photo
Location: About 10 km from Thiruvananthapuram city

The Akkulam Tourist Village is a beautiful picnic spot developed on the banks of the Akkulam Lake, an extension of the Veli Lake.

There are boating facilities, a well-equipped children’s park, a paddle pool and a swimming pool for adults here.

Getting there:

Nearest railway station: Thiruvananthapuram, about 10 km away

Nearest airport: Thiruvananthapuram International Airport, about 7 km away

Kovalam Beach - Video
Location: 16 km south of Thiruvananthapuram 

Kovalam, one of the loveliest beaches of India, is an internationally renowned beach resort with three adjacent crescent beaches.  A favourite haunt of tourists, especially Europeans, since the 1930s, Kovalam has miles of golden sand segmented into four sheltered, palm-fringed coves by rocky promontories. 

Getting there: 

Thiruvananthapuram, the capital city of Kerala, is just 16 km away from Kovalam and getting there is no hassle. 

Nearest railway station: Thiruvananthapuram Central, about 16   km away

Nearest airport: Thiruvananthapuram International Airport, about 10 km away

Koyikkal Palace- Photo
Location: Nedumangad, about 18 km from Thiruvananthapuram on the way to Ponmudi.

The Koyikkal Palace, originally built for Umayamma Rani of the Venad royal family who ruled the land between 1677 and 1684, houses a Folklore Museum and a Numismatics Museum, the only one of its kind in the State, set up by the Department of Archaeology. 

Visiting hours: 9 am to 5 pm on all days, except Mondays 

Getting there:

Nearest railway station: Thiruvananthapuram Central, about 18 km away

Nearest airport: Thiruvananthapuram International Airport, nearly 57 km away

Varkala Beach – Video
Location: 51 km north of Thiruvananthapuram and 37 km south of Kollam. 

A quiet hamlet on the outskirts of Thiruvananthapuram district with a beautiful beach, a 2000-year old Vishnu temple and the 'Sivagiri Mutt', the ashramam founded by the great Hindu reformer and philosopher Sree Narayana Guru.

Varkala, with its many Ayurvedic massage centers, is fast becoming a popular health resort also.

Getting there:

Nearest railway station: Varkala, about 2 km away 

Nearest airport: Thiruvananthapuram International Airport, nearly 57 km away

Neyyar Wildlife Sanctuary - Photo
Location: 32 km from Thiruvananthapuram

The Neyyar Wildlife Sanctuary is home to over a hundred rare species of fauna including elephants, wild boar, porcupines, tigers and a variety of snakes.                                   

The Neyyar Dam, a popular picnic spot, which is part of the sanctuary, is a repository of some of the rarest medicinal herbs. A crocodile breeding centre and a lion safari park are located in the dam site. There are facilities for boating on the reservoir. 

Getting there:

Nearest railway station: Thiruvananthapuram, about 32 km away

Nearest airport: Thiruvananthapuram International Airport, about 38 km away

Peppara Wildlife Sanctuary – Photo
Location: About 50 km from Thiruvananthapuram en route to Ponmudi 

The Peppara Wildlife Sanctuary, spread over 53 sq. km. on the Western Ghats, has a rich variety of flora and fauna, a dam site, eucalyptus plantations, crystal clear streams and rocky terrains. 

The sanctuary, established in 1938, is populated with elephants, wild boars, tigers, leopards, sambar, lion-tailed macaques, gaur, barking deer, Nilgiri Langur, cormorants and so on.

Getting there:

Nearest railway station: Thiruvananthapuram, about 50 km away

Nearest airport: Thiruvananthapuram International Airport, about 56 km away

Ponmudi – Video
Location: About 61 km from Thiruvananthapuram city

Altitude: 915 m above sea level 

Ponmudi, an enchanting hill resort nestling on the slopes of the Western Ghats, has misty blue hills, narrow winding pathways, aromatic tea gardens, an array of mountain flowers, exotic butterflies.   

This hill resort is a veritable paradise for trekkers and hikers.           

Getting there:

Nearest railway station: Thiruvananthapuram Central, about 61 km away

Nearest airport: Thiruvananthapuram International Airport, about 67 km away

Agasthyakoodam – Photo
Location:  70 km from Thiruvananthapuram

The spectacular cone-shaped Agasthyarkoodam Peak in the Western Ghats, which rises to a majestic height of about 1868 m, is a haven of rare herbs and medicinal plants. 

The aborigines here dislike the presence of strange women because they believe that the mythological sage Agasthya, who is supposed to have lived in the forest, was a confirmed bachelor. 

Getting there:

It is accessible only on foot, with 61 km of trekking from Bonacaud, and 32 km from Neyyar Dam.

Nearest railway station: Thiruvananthapuram Central, about 61 km from Bonacaud

Nearest airport: Thiruvananthapuram International Airport, about 69 km from Bonacaud.

Thiruvallam – Photo (10 km): 

This serene backwater stretch, enroute to Kovalam, is famous for its canoe rides.
For details contact: Tour India, Thiruvananthapuram Ph: 331507
Karuvayal Tours Ph: 460974 Soma Houseboats Ph: 481600

Priyadarshini Planetarium – Photo

 (Show time: 1030, 1200, 1500 and 1700 hrs Entrance fee: Adults: Rs.10 Children (between 3 to 10 years): Rs.5

Aruvikkara Dam – Photo (16 km - 1/2 hour): 

This picturesque picnic spot is on the banks of the Karamana river.

Vizhinjam Rock Cut Cave – Photo (17 km - 1/2 hour): 

There are rock cut sculptures of the 18th century in the cave temple at Vizhinjam. The granite cave here encloses a one-celled shrine with a loose sculpture of Vinandhara Dakshinamurthi.The outer wall of the cave depicts half complete reliefs of the Hindu God Shiva with Goddess Parvathi. 

Airport

Thiruvananthapuram International Airport (6 km from the city) has over 30 air links with convenient connections to Colombo, Maldives and the Middle East. Indian Airlines and Jet Airways operate domestic flights to different parts of the country.

Bus Station

Long distance buses operate from the Central Bus Station at Thampanoor, opposite the Railway Station (KSRTC Ph: 2323886; Thiruvalluvar Ph: 2327756).

Railway Station

The direct trains from Thiruvananthapuram to all the main towns in Kerala as well as the major cities in India. Railway enquiry Ph:131
Tourist Information Offices:

Tourist Facilitation Centre, Department of Tourism, Park View Ph: 2321132

Tourist Information Centre, Railway Station, Thampanoor Ph: 2334470

Tourist Information Centre, KSRTC Central Bus Station, Thampanoor Ph: 2327224

Tourist Information Centre, Domestic Airport Ph: 2501085

Tourist Information Centre, International Airport Ph: 2502298

Tourist Facilitation Centre, Kovalam Ph: 2480085 

Tourist Reception Centre (KTDC), Thampanoor Ph: 2330031

Central Reservations (KTDC), Hotel Mascot Ph: 2316736

District Tourism Promotion Council (DTPC), Vellayambalam Ph: 2315397 Fax: 2313606

Kollam

Thangasseri – Photo
Location: Nearly 5 km from Kollam town

Thangasseri-which had been a prized possession of the Portuguese, Dutch and British in succession, is a place of historical importance.

A lighthouse built in 1902, 18th century churches and stately ruins of Portuguese and Dutch forts stand here as testimonies to the years of European imperialism. 

Getting there:

Nearest railway station: Kollam, about 5 km away

Nearest airport: Thiruvananthapuram International Airport, about 72 km from Kollam town

Thirumullavaram Beach – Photo
Location: 6 km north of Kollam town

 This secluded beach is a beautiful picnic spot. 

Getting there:

By road: There are frequent buses to the beach from Kollam town 

Nearest railway station: Kollam, about 6 km away

Nearest airport: Thiruvananthapuram International Airport, about 72 km from Kollam town

Sasthamkotta- Photo
Location: About 29 km from Kollam town 

This vast fresh water lake surrounded by hills on three sides is the largest of its kind in Kerala. 

The ancient Sastha Temple, which lends its name to the town, is an important pilgrim centre. 

Getting there:

Nearest railway station: Kollam, about 29 km away 

Nearest airport: Thiruvananthapuram International Airport, about 71 km from Kollam

Ochira: Photo-

 The unique feature of this famous pilgrim centre is that there is no deity or idol at the famous Parabrahma temple dedicated to the Universal Consciousness.

Getting there: 

Nearest Railway Station: Ochira about 34 km away 

Nearest Airport: Thiruvananthapuram International Airport, about 71 km from Kollam.

Kulathupuzha: Photo (64 km from Kollam town): 

Situated on a forest range on the Thiruvananthapuram - Shenkottai road, Kulathupuzha is known for the Sastha Temple. The Vishu Mahotsavam in April/May is the most important festival. There are frequent buses from Kollam to Kulathupuzha. The Thenmala railway station is just 10 km from here.
Thenmala – Video
Location: 66 km east of Kollam 

Thenmala, covered by dense forest, rubber and tea plantations, is home to India’s first planned eco-tourism project. It is also a dam-site.  

Getting there:

Nearest railway station: Kollam, about 66 km away 

Nearest airport: Thiruvananthapuram International Airport, about 72 km from Kollam town

Ariankavu: Photo (70 km from Kollam town): Situated on the Kollam - Shenkottai road, Ariankavu is famous for the shrine dedicated to Sree Sastha. Mandala Pooja and Trikalyanam celebrated in the month of December are the main festivals here. There are frequent buses to Ariankavu from Kollam.

Palaruvi Waterfalls – Video
Location: About 75 km from Kollam on the Kollam - Shencottah road

Palaruvi - literally, stream of milk - is one of Kerala's most picturesque waterfalls, cascading down a height of 300 feet.  

It is a favourite picnic spot for visitors from all over south India. The journey to Palaruvi through the dense tropical forest is a spellbinding experience. The surrounding mist-clad blue hills and green valleys form a stunning backdrop to the milk-white burst of foam whose muffled roar echoes through the otherwise tranquil, virgin forest. 

Getting there:

Nearest railway station: Kollam, about 75 km away

Nearest airport: Thiruvananthapuram International Airport, about 72 km from Kollam town.

Matha Amrithanandamayi Ashram, Vallikavu: Photo- 

The residence and headquarters of Matha Amrithanandamayi Devi, is situated at Amrithapuri near Vallikavu. The ashram is accessible both by road and boat.

Picnic Village – Photo
Location: At Ashramom, about 3 km from Kollam town

This village located along the backwater front, is the main centre of recreational activities in Kollam.

A 200-year-old Government guesthouse, an adventure park, a Tourist Boat Club, a Children’s Traffic Park and a Yatri Nivas provide accommodation and entertainment facilities in the village. The District Tourism Promotion Council conducts regular backwater cruises from the Boat Club in houseboats, luxury boats and speedboats.

Getting there:

Nearest railway station: Kollam Junction, about 3 km from the Picnic Village 

Nearest airport: Thiruvananthapuram International Airport, about 72 km from Kollam

Kottukal Rock Cut Cave Temple (11 km from Chadayamangalam): This temple situated on the Thiruvananthapuram - Kottayam MC Road is an idyllic example of rock cut temple architecture.
Jatayupara: A huge rock at Chadayamangalam takes its name from the mythical bird Jatayu in the epic Ramayana, who is believed to have collapsed on the rock after failing in his attempts to thwart Ravana's kidnapping of Sita.
Shenduruny Wildlife Sanctuary -Photo
Location: 66 km from Kollam town on the Kollam - Shencotta Road, in Pathanapuram taluk 

The tropical, evergreen Shenduruny forest, which gets its name from an endemic species of tree called Chenkuruny (Gluta travancoria), was declared a wildlife sanctuary in 1984.   

Animals like elephants, tigers, leopards, bison, sambar, wild boar, lion-tailed macaques, langurs and deer are seen in the sanctuary, spread over hilly terrain of over 100 sq. km. According to some recent archaeological studies, Shenduruny was the cradle of one of the oldest river valley civilizations in India. 

For further details, contact: The Chief Conservator of Forests (Wildlife), Thiruvananthapuram 695014 Or The Wildlife Warden, Shenduruny Wildlife Sanctuary, Thenmala Dam PO, Kollam district; Ph: 0475 344600 

Getting there:

Nearest major railway station: Kollam, about 66 km away.

Nearest airport: Thiruvananthapuram International Airport, about 72 km from Kollam town

Bus Station

KSRTC Central Bus Stn. Ph: 2752008

Railway Station

Kollam is an important railhead of the Southern Railways. Enquiry Ph: 131

Tourist Information Offices:

DTPC Tourist Information Center, KSRTC Bus Stand Ph: 2745625

DTPC Tourist Office, Guest House Complex, Asramam 0474 - 2750170 
Dept. of Tourism, District Office, Govt. Guest House 0474 - 2743620

Pathanamthitta

: The goddess at the Bhagavathy Temple here is believed to grant boons to devotees and help them realise dreams.

Getting there: 

Nearest Railway Station: Chengannur, about 36 km from Pathanamthitta 
Nearest Airport: Thiruvananthapuram International Airport, about 119 km from Pathanamthitta
Kadamanitta (Padayani) – Video
Kadamanitta is noted for the high-voltage padayani performance at the Devi temple – a burst of colour, energy and passionate devotion - which is the ritual offering to the mother goddess, Goddess Bhagavathy.

The padayani festival is celebrated every year from the first day of Medam (Aries) to the 10th day, called the Pathamudayam.  

Getting there:

Nearest railway station: Chengannur, about 28 km away and Thiruvalla, about 30 km from Pathanamthitta town. 

Nearest airport: Thiruvananthapuram International Airport, about 119 km from Pathanamthitta town

Konni: Photo (11 km from Pathanamthitta):  An agricultural region, Konni is rich in cash crops like rubber, pepper, coffee, ginger etc. It used to be a centre for training elephants. Konni is also known for its elephant rides and the Anakoodu where elephants are tamed and trained for work.
Kodumon Chilanthiyambalam (15 km from Pathanamthitta town): The water of the Chilanthikinar (well) in the premises of this temple is believed to cure skin diseases. Kodumon is also the birthplace of Sree Shakthi Bhadra, author of Ascharya Chudamani.
Perunthenaruvi: The Perunthenaruvi waterfalls on the banks of the Pamba River is a favourite picnic spot for both domestic and foreign tourists

Getting there: 

Nearest Airport: Thiruvananthapuram International Airport, about 119 km from Pathanamthitta
Sabarimala – Video
Location:  72 km northeast of Pathanamthitta district; 191 km from Thiruvananthapuram and 210 km from Kochi. Sabarimala, situated amidst the wilderness of the Western Ghats, is one of the major pilgrim centres in India. 

The shrine, visited by millions of devotees every year, is dedicated to Lord Ayyappa believed to have been born from the union of Lord Vishnu, the Preserver, and Lord Siva, the Destroyer.  Women are not allowed in the temple. 

Getting there: Transportation is available only up to Pamba, which is 66 km from Pathanamthitta, after which one has to trek a distance of 5 km to the shrine

Nearest railway station: Chengannur, about 28 km from Pathanamthitta

Nearest airports: Thiruvananthapuram International Airport, about 119 km from Pathanamthitta; Kochi International Airport, about 133 km from Pathanamthitta

Aranmula – Video
Location:  About 10 km from Chengannur 

The small village of Aranmula is world-famous for the 'Aranmula Kannadi' - metal mirrors with no refraction. 

The kannadi (kannadi means mirror), which uses a technology found nowhere else in the world, is an example of the rich indigenous artistic technology of Kerala. Aranmula is also home to the famous Parthasarathi Temple on the banks of the holy Pamba River. The spectacular Aranmula boat race held here annually in connection with the temple festival in August-September is a major tourist attraction. 

Getting there:

Nearest railway station: Chengannur, about 10 km away

Nearest airport: Thiruvananthapuram International Airport, about 115 km away

Thiruvalla is the headquarters of the Malankara Marthoma Syrian Church. The Paliakara Church here has some exquisite mural paintings. The Sree Vallabha Temple in Thiruvalla is perhaps the only one in Kerala where Kathakali is performed as a ritual offering everyday.

Mannadi (13 km from Adoor): This is where Veluthampi Dalawa, the renowned freedom fighter of Travancore, spent his last days. The ancient Bhagavathy Temple here has some exquisite stone sculptures. The annual festival is held in February/March. The Kerala Institute of Folklore and Folk Arts functions here.
Niranam Church –Photo
This church dates back to AD 52 and is widely believed to have been built by St. Thomas, the Apostle of Jesus Christ. 

Getting there: Location: 7 km from Thiruvalla 

Nearest railway station: Thiruvalla, about 7 km. 

Nearest airport: Thiruvananthapuram International Airport, about 119 km from Pathanamthitta.

Pandalam: (Nearest railway station: Chengannur - 14 km) As a holy town, Pandalam is perhaps second only to Sabarimala. Sree Ayyappa, the presiding deity of Sabarimala had his human sojourn here as the son of the Raja of Pandalam. The Valiyakoikal Temple near the palace on the banks of River Achenkovil has been modelled on the Sabarimala shrine. Pilgrims usually stop here to worship before proceeding to Sabarimala. Three days prior to the Makaravilaku festival, the sacred ornaments of Sree Ayyappa are taken in a procession from Pandalam to Sabarimala.
Parumala – Video
The annual perunnal or festival at the Parumala Church in Thiruvalla is to commemorate the death anniversary of Bishop Mar Gregorios Metropolitan, the declared saint of the Malankara Orthodox Church of Kerala. The bishop was buried at the church. 

During the day of the commemorative feast (Orma perunnal), special prayers are said and rituals performed. There is also a ceremonial procession through the town, attended by devotees from all over the State.

Getting there:

Nearest Railway Station: Thiruvalla, about 10 km. 

Nearest Airport: Thiruvananthapuram International Airport, about 119 km from Pathanamthitta.

Kaviyoor – Video
Location: 5 km east of Thiruvalla 

Kaviyoor, located on the banks of the river Manimala, is famous for its temples. 

The Kaviyoor Trikkukkudi Cave Temple or the Rock Cut Cave Temple has been dated to a period as early as the eighth century AD because of its close resemblance to the Pallava style of architecture. The engravings at the temple are among the earliest specimens of stone sculptures in Kerala. 

Another noted shrine here is the Hanuman Temple, which stands on a small hillock and is built in the gable style architecture peculiar to Kerala. 

Getting there:

Nearest railway station: Thiruvalla, about 5 km from Kaviyoor

Nearest airport: Thiruvananthapuram International Airport, about 119 km from Pathanamthitta

Manjanikara Church – Video
Mar Ignatius Elias III, the holy patriot of ***Anthiod while on a visit to India, died at this place in 1932. His mortal remains are preserved at this church. Later this place developed into a pilgrim centre. The annual festival (ormaperunnal) is held in February.

Getting there:

Nearest Railway Station: Thiruvalla, about 10 km. 

Nearest Airport: Thiruvananthapuram International Airport, about 119 km from Pathanamthitta.

Maramon: Photo- Situated near Kozhencherry, Maramon is the venue of a mammoth religious convention of Christians from all over the world. It is attended by people from all communities. The convention, which is usually held in February, is addressed by religious thinkers and Christian scholars from across the world. This is perhaps the largest Christian convention in Asia.

Pathanamthitta town:

This is the district headquarters. The town is a land of religious and cultural harmony, where a number of churches, temples and mosques can be found close to each other. The annual Chandanakudam festival at the mosque in the heart of the town is a major event.

Bus Stand

Pathanamthitta is well connected by an excellent network of roads to all major town in Kerala.
Railway Station – 

1. Thiruvalla (30 km)

2. Chengannur (28 km)

Tourist Information Offices:

District Tourism Promotion Council. Phone: 0471 - 229952

Alappuzha

Kuttanad – Video
Location: The heart of the backwaters. Kuttanad, called the rice bowl of Kerala because of her abundant paddy crops, is the most beautiful backwater region of Kerala.

It is here that most of the snake boat races are conducted and a majority of the rice boat and houseboat cruises scheduled. Kuttanad is perhaps the only region in the world where farming is done 1.5 to 2m below sea level. Inland waterways, which flow above land level are an amazing feature of this region.

Getting there: 

Nearest railway station: Alappuzha

Nearest airport: Kochi International Airport, about 85 km from Alappuzha

Alappuzha Beach – Photo
Location: Near Alappuzha town

A popular picnic spot. The pier, which extends into the sea, is over 137 years old. There is also a fascinating old lighthouse nearby. Entertainment facilities at the Vijaya Beach Park here add to the attractions of the beach. Facilities at the Vijaya Beach Park: Boating, a children’s park with toy train and bicycles. 

Open from 15.00 – 20.00 hours. : Rs. 2 per person; free entrance for children below 5 years. Boating charge: Rs. 10 for 10 minutes.

Video permit: Rs. 25; Camera permit: Rs. 5

Getting there:

Nearest railway station: Alappuzha, about 5 km from the beach

Nearest airport: Kochi International Airport, about 85 km from Alappuzha town

Sea View park: Photo-The park offers boating facilities and a swimming pool
Boat rentals for 10 minutes:.

Round boat (4 seater)
:
Rs 10

Pedalboat (2 seater)
:
Rs 15

Pedalboat (4 seater)
:
Rs 25

Video permit

:
Rs 15

Camera permit


Rs 100
Getting there:

Nearest Railway Station: Alappuzha, about 3 km away.
Nearest Airport: Cochin International Airport, about 85 km away, Thiruvananthapuram, about 150 km away.

Pathiramanal – Video

Location: In Vembanad Lake 

Pathiramanal, a small, green island on the backwaters of Alappuzha, is a haven for hundreds of rare migratory birds from different parts of the world. 

Surrounded by the Vembanad Lake, stretching from Alappuzha to Kochi, and the Kayamkulam Lake, Pathiramanal is accessible only by boat, making it an ideal spot for a break while on a backwater cruise. 

Getting there:

About 2 hrs by motorboat or 30 min by speedboat from Alappuzha 

Nearest railway station: Alappuzha, about 1 km away

Nearest airports: Kochi International Airport, about 85 km north of Alappuzha; Thiruvananthapuram International Airport, about 150 km towards the south 

Champakulam Church: Video- One of the oldest churches in Kerala, the 
St. Mary's Church is believed to be one of the seven established by St. Thomas. The annual feast at this church falls on the 3rd Sunday of October every year. The feast of St. Joseph is celebrated on March 19th.

Q S T & R Block Kayal – Video
Location: In Kuttanad

A striking example of the indigenous agricultural engineering know-how 

Here, cultivation and habitation are made possible at four to 10 feet below sea level by reclaiming land from the backwaters and building dikes around it.

A leisurely cruise along the canals here is a memorable experience. 

Getting there:

The kayals (backwaters) are accessible by boat from Alappuzha (about 2 hrs by motor boat and 30 min by speedboat). 

Nearest railway station: Alappuzha

Nearest airport: Kochi International Airport, about 85 km from Alappuzha

Ambalappuzha Sree Krishna Temple: Photo- Built in the typical Kerala architectural style, this temple is famous all over India for its palpayasam, the daily offering of deliciously sweet milk porridge.

Getting there:  

Nearest Railway Station: Alappuzha, about 15 km away.

Nearest Airport: Cochin International Airport, about 85 km away, Thiruvananthapuram, about 150 km away.

Arthunkal – Video
The St. Sebastian's Church here is an important Christian pilgrim centre. 

Getting there:

Nearest Railway Station: Alappuzha, about 22 km away. 

Nearest Airport: Kochi International Airport, about 85 km away, Thiruvananthapuram, about 150 km away.

Edathua Church – Video
Established in 1810, the church is dedicated to St. George.

Getting there:

Nearest Railway Station: Alappuzha, about 24 km away.

Nearest Airport: Kochi International Airport, about 85 km away, Thiruvananthapuram, about 150 km away.

Mannarasala Sree Nagaraja Temple – Photo
Situated near Harippad, this is a serpent shrine under the patronage of a brahman family, headed by a priestess. The ancient shrine is an internationally renowned pilgrim centre dedicated to the Serpent God Nagaraja. Sarpa Yakshi and Naga Yakshi are the beloved consorts of Nagaraja. It is believed that Nagaraja as the installed diety is endowed with the form of Hari (Lord Vishnu) and the spirit of Lord Shiva. Legend has it that the first priestess of Mannarasala gave birth to a five-headed snake, which is believed to reside in the ancestral house to safeguard the family. At Mannarasala barren women are believed to be blessed with children and a special turmeric paste available at the shrine is credited with powers to cure even leprosy.

Getting there:

Nearest Railway Station: Alappuzha , about 32 km away. 

Nearest Airport: Kochi International Airport, about 85 km away, Thiruvananthapuram, about 150 km away. 

Chettikulangara Bhagavathi Temple – Photo

The Kettukazhcha festival at this temple draws large crowds of devotees. Processions of tall decorated structures on chariots, brightly decorated effigies of horses and bullocks and cultural performances make a spectacular pageant.

(Festival - February/March)

Getting there:

Nearest Railway Station: Alappuzha. 

Nearest Airport: Kochi International Airport, about 85 km away, Thiruvananthapuram, about 150 km away.

Krishnapuram Palace – Photo
Location: At Karthikapally in Kayamkulam, 47 km from Alappuzha en route to Kollam

The Krishnapuram Palace is a rare specimen of the Kerala style of architecture, complete with gabled roofs, narrow corridors and dormer windows. It also houses Kerala's largest mural panels, the most famous of which is the one depicting the story of Gajendramoksham - the largest single band of mural painting so far discovered in Kerala.

Other collections at the museum include rare antique bronze sculptures and paintings. The palace, the erstwhile residence of the rulers of Kayamkulam kingdom, was renovated in the 18th century, and is today a protected monument.

Visiting hours: 9 am to 5 pm on all days except Mondays

Getting there:

Nearest railway station: Kollam, about 39 km away

Nearest airports: Thiruvananthapuram International Airport, about 103 km away; Kochi International Airport, about 132 km away

Karumadikuttan - Video
Located 3 km east of Ambalapuzha, the village of Karumadikkuttan is so named after a statue of Gautama Buddha, the great apostle of peace and non-violence. Carved out of a piece of black granite, this statue has been the subject of several interesting legends that are still popular.

Getting there: 

Nearest Railway Station: Alappuzha, about 6 km away.

Nearest Airport: Kochi International Airport, about 85 km away, Thiruvananthapuram, about 150 km away.

Harippad Temple – Photo
Sree Subramanya Swamy Temple, Harippad

The Kettukazhcha festival at this temple draws large crowds of devotees. Processions of tall decorated structures on chariots, brightly decorated effigies of horses and bullocks and cultural performances make a spectacular pageant.

(Festival - February/March)

Getting there:

Nearest Railway Station: Alappuzha. 

Nearest Airport: Kochi International Airport, about 85 km away, Thiruvananthapuram, about 150 km away.

Boat Jetty:

Ferry Services:

Enquiries:  Ph: 252015

Distance: Kumarakom (2 hrs) Kottayam (3 hrs) Changanassery (3 hrs) Kollam (8 hrs) by special boat. SWTD (public boat service enquiry): Ph: 252510

Bus Stand: KSRTC Enquiry: Ph: 225201

Railway: Enquiry Ph: 2253965

Tourist Information Offices:

District Tourism Promotion Council Phone: 0477- 251796, 253308

Tourist Information Office, Dept. of Tourism Phone: 0477 – 260722

Kottayam
Kumarakom: Video-An unbelievably beautiful paradise of mangrove forests, emerald green paddy fields and coconut groves interspersed with enchanting waterways and canals adorned with white lilies.

Getting there:  

Nearest Railway Station: Kottayam, about 16 km away.

Nearest Airport: Kochi International Airport, about 76 km from Kottayam, Thiruvananthapuram, about 160 km away.

The Vembanad Lake: Video- Vembanad Lake an enchanting picnic spot and a fast developing backwater tourism destination, provides boating, fishing and sightseeing experiences that are truly exhilarating

Getting there: 

Nearest Railway Station: Kottayam, about 16 km away.

Nearest Airport: Kochi International Airport, about 76 km from Kottayam, Thiruvananthapuram, 

Kumarakom Bird Sanctuary: Video- Located on the banks of the Vembanad Lake, the Kumarakom Bird Sanctuary, an ornithologist's paradise, is a favourite haunt of migratory birds like the Siberian stork, egret, darter, heron and teal.

Getting there: 

Nearest Railway Station: Kottayam, about 16 km away.

Nearest Airport: Cochin International Airport, about 76 km from Kottayam, Thiruvananthapuram, about 160 km away.

Pathiramanal: Video- This 10-acre island on the backwaters is home to many rare varieties of migratory birds from different parts of the world

Getting there: 

Nearest Railway Station: Kottayam, about 22 km away.

Nearest Airport: Kochi International Airport, about 76 km from Kottayam, Thiruvananthapuram, about 160 km away.

Erumeli: Video- (60 km north-east of Kottayam town): Nestled in the lush green Western Ghats is this nature-rich village. This is also the entrance point to South India's most prominent pilgrim centre - the Sabarimala Temple. At Kanakapalam nearby, teak plantations dot the landscape. 

Vavarambalam, Erumeli : This mosque is dedicated to Vavar, a companion of the deity - Sree Ayyappa - of the Sabarimala temple. The mosque is unique because Hindu pilgrims customarily worship here before their trek to Sabarimala. Festival: Pettathullal (January).
Kayyoor, Bharananganam: Photo- An enchanting landscape formed by a chain of green hills at the Bharananganam panchayat. A shrine dedicated to the Pandava brothers of the epic Mahabharatha is found here. As in the famous temple at Sabarimala, only ghee is used to light the lamps here. Women are not permitted inside the temple.

St. Mary's Church, Bharananganam: The mortal remains of the Blessed Alphonsa are entombed at this church, which is now a famous pilgrim centre. Thousands gather at this holy shrine during the annual festival: Feast of the Blessed Alphonsa (July).
Getting there: 

Nearest Railway Station: Kottayam, about 44 km away.

Nearest Airport: Kochi International Airport, about 76 km from Kottayam, Thiruvananthapuram, about 160 km away.

Ilaveezhapoonchira: Video- Skirting the Kottayam district is beautiful valleys of Ilaveezhapoonchira,
spread over thousands of acres.

Getting there: 

Nearest Railway Station: Kottayam, about 57 km away.

Nearest Airport: Kochi International Airport, about 76 km from Kottayam,
Thiruvananthapuram, about 160 km away.

Poonjar Palace: The palace is a glorious testimony to the regal opulence of a bygone era

Getting there: 

Nearest Railway Station: Kottayam, about 30 km from Pala.

Nearest Airport: Kochi International Airport, about 76 km from Kottayam, Thiruvananthapuram.

Vagamon: Video- This enchanting hill station on the Idukki - Kottayam border, dotted with tea gardens and meadows, will soon be one of India's foremost ecotourism projects. The breeding centre of the Kerala Livestock Board is located here.
St. Mary's Church, Cheriapalli: Video-Built in 1579 by Thekkumkoor Maharajah, this church displays outstanding architecture, which is a blend of Kerala and Portuguese styles.

Getting there:  

Nearest Railway Station: Kottayam, about 2 km away.

Nearest Airport: Kochi International Airport, about 76 km from Kottayam, Thiruvananthapuram, about 160 km away

Thazhathangadi Valiapalli: Video- Built in 1550 AD. The Persian cross, believed to be one of the seven brought here by St. Thomas, and the Pahlavi inscriptions of this church are famous.

Getting there:  

Nearest Railway Station: Kottayam, about 2 km away.

Nearest Airport: Kochi International Airport, about 76 km from Kottayam, Thiruvananthapuram, about 160 km away.

Jama Masjid, Thazhathangadi: Photo- This ancient mosque on the banks of the Meenachil River is
believed to be 1000 years old.

Getting there:  

Nearest Railway Station: Kottayam, about 2 km away.

Nearest Airport: Kochi International Airport, about 76 km from Kottayam, Thiruvananthapuram, about 160 km away.

Thirunakkara Mahadevar Temple: Photo- In the heart of Kottayam town is this 500-year-old temple built by the Thekkumkoor Maharajah

Getting there: 

Nearest Railway Station: Kottayam, about 2 km away.

Nearest Airport: Cochin International Airport, about 76 km from Kottayam, Thiruvananthapuram, about 160 km away.

St. Mary's Church, Manarcad: Video- The ettunompu (8 day fasting) is the main annual event when devotees from far and wide congregate to participate in the prayers and rituals

Getting there:  

Nearest Railway Station: Kottayam, about 10 km away.

Nearest Airport: Kochi International Airport, about 76 km from Kottayam, Thiruvananthapuram, about 160 km away.

Mahadevar Temple, Ettumanoor: Photo- This temple is famous for its murals, especially the painting of Nataraja in the gopuram and ezharaponnana (the 71/2 elephants finished in gold). 
Getting there: 

Nearest Railway Station: Kottayam, about 14 km away.

Nearest Airport: Cochin International Airport, about 76 km from Kottayam, Thiruvananthapuram, about 160 km away.

Shiva Temple, Vaikom: Video- Associated with the legendary Parasurama, this temple is a typical example of the Kerala style of temple architecture.

Getting there:  

Nearest Railway Station: Kottayam, about 40 km away.

Nearest Airport: Cochin International Airport, about 76 km from Kottayam, Thiruvananthapuram, about 160 km away.

St. Joseph's Monastery, Mannanam: Photo- (Near Medical College): This church was built by the blessed Father Chavara Kuriakose Elias. The mortal remains of this saintly priest are preserved here. Thousands of devotees gather here to pay homage to the saint everyday.

Aruvithira Church: (11 km from Kottayam) Believed to be one of the seven churches established by St. Thomas, this is also one of the churches in Kerala which collects the largest amount of monetary offerings during the festival days. The annual feast is celebrated on the 22nd, 23rd and 24th of April.

Saraswathi Temple, Panachikkad: This temple, also known as the Mookambika Temple of the South, holds the Saraswathi (goddess of learning and the arts) pooja every year in October/November. Children are initiated into the world of letters at the Vidhyarambham ceremony held here.

Pallipurathukavu: Festival:  Patham udaya mahotsavam. Famous ritual offering: Nadel Thiyattu performance.

Backwater ferry services: There are two ferry stations. The Town Jetty is about 3 km from the railway station and operates services during the monsoon. During summer, boats are operated from 
the Kodimatha Jetty. Phone: 582588.

Bus Stand: 

Railway: The railway station is situated 2 km from the central bus station and is connected to the major cities in India.

Tourist Information Offices:

Dept. of Tourism Phone: 0481– 584303

District Tourism Promotion Council Phone: 0481 – 562315

District Information Officer Phone: 0481 – 562558

Kasaragod

Area: 1961 sq. km

Population: 1,070,629

Altitude: Sea level

This northernmost district nurtures forts, rivers, hills and beautiful beaches, which would enchant its visitors.

Bekal: The Fort (16 km south of Kasaragod on the national highway): The 300-year-old Bekal Fort is one of the largest and best-preserved forts in Kerala.

Kappil Beach: (6 km from Bekal Fort): Remote and secluded, this beach is fast becoming a major tourist attraction.
Getting there:  6 km from Bekal Fort

Nearest Railway Station: Kasaragod, about 10 km away
Nearest Airport: Mangalore, about 70 km away from Kasaragod
Anandasram: (15 km from Bekal): This internationally renowned spiritual centre founded by Swami Ramdas in 1939, offers a quiet, peaceful ambience best suited for meditation and spiritual studies.

Getting there:

Nearest Railway Station: Kasaragod, about 31 km away

Nearest Airport: Mangalore, about 70 km away from Kasaragod
Ananthapura Lake Temple: (30 km from Bekal): This 9th century temple is the only lake temple in Kerala.

Getting there:  30 km from Bekal 

Nearest Railway Station: Kasaragod, about 13 km away.
Nearest Airport: Mangalore, about 70 km away from Kasaragod

Valiyaparamba: (30 km from Bekal): This is perhaps the most scenic backwater stretch in Kerala.

Getting there: 30 km from Bekal 

Nearest Railway Station: Kasaragod railway station about 46 km away.
Nearest Airport: Mangalore, about 70 km away from Kasaragod

Chandragiri: Situated on the Chandragiri River, southeast of Kasaragod town, this town is known for its large 17th century fort built by Sivappa Naik of Bedanore.

Getting there: 

Nearest Railway Station: Kasaragod, about 6 km away.
Nearest Airport: Mangalore, about 70 km away from Kasaragod

Manjeswaram: A number of temples and fifteen mosques make this cashew growing town a prominent pilgrim centre.

Getting there: 

Nearest Railway Station: Kasaragod, about 30 km away.
Nearest Airport: Mangalore, about 70 km away from Kasaragod.

Kanwatheertha Beach: (3 km from Manjeswaram): A large swimming pool-like formation of the sea on the vast beach is the main attraction.

Getting there:  3 km from Manjeswaram 

Nearest Railway Station: Kasaragod, about 33 km away.
Nearest Airport: Mangalore, about 70 km away from Kasaragod. 

Madiyankulam Durga Temple: This Bhadrakali Temple at Kanhangad in Hosdurg is famed for its Bhutha dance (pootham) performed in connection with the annual festivals in May/June & December/January.

Getting there: 

Nearest Railway Station: Kasaragod, about 27 km away.
Nearest Airport: Mangalore, about 70 km away from Kasaragod.
Kottancherry: (30 km north east of Kanhangad): This place bears great resemblance to the scenic beauty of Kodaikanal. The rain forests near Konnakkad is ideal for trekking. 

Getting there: 30 km north east of Kanhangad 

Nearest Railway Station: Kasaragod, about 56 km away.
Nearest Airport: Mangalore, about 70 km away from Kasaragod

Ranipuram: (85 km from Kasaragod town): Situated 750 m above sea level, Ranipuram is famous for its trekking trails and varied vegetation - evergreen shola woods, monsoon forests and grasslands.

Getting there: 85 km from Kasaragod town 

Nearest Railway Station: Kasaragod, about 72 kilometers away.
Nearest Airport: Mangalore, about 70 km away from Kasaragod

Madhur Temple: (8 km north of Kasaragod town): The Srimad Anantheswara Vinayaka Temple, with its rich architecture and copper plate roofing, rises majestically against the beautiful landscape of the Madhuvahini River.

Getting there: 8 km north of Kasaragod town 

Nearest Railway Station: Kasaragod, about 8 km away.
Nearest Airport: Mangalore, about 70 km away from Kasaragod

Edneer Mutt: (10 km north east of Kasaragod): The Mutt of Edneer renowned as a seat of art and learning belongs to the Sankaracharya tradition.

Getting there: 10 km north east of Kasaragod 

Nearest Railway Station: Kasaragod, about 10 km away 
Nearest Airport: Mangalore, about 70 km away from Kasaragod 
Possadigumpe: (18 km east of Mangalpady in Dharmathadka): This is an ideal picnic spot, located on a hillock 1060 ft. above sea level.

Getting there: 18 km east of Mangalpady in Dharmathadka 

Nearest Railway Station: Kasaragod, about 30 km away.
Nearest Airport: Mangalore, about 70 km away from Kasaragod

Malik Deenar Mosque: The historic Malik Deener Juma Masjid built in the typical Kerala style is believed to have been founded by Malik Ibin Dinar.

Getting there: 

Nearest Railway Station: Kasaragod, about 3 km away.
Nearest Airport: Mangalore, about 70 km away from Kasaragod

Nileswaram: The Nileswaram palace today functions as the folklore centre of the Dept. of Archaeology.

Getting there: 

Nearest Railway Station: Kasaragod, about 40 km away.
Nearest Airport: Mangalore, about 70 km away from Kasaragod

Tourist Information Offices:

Bekal Resorts Development Corporation, Project Office, Bekal- Phone-0499 – 736937

District Tourism Promotion Council Office, Civil Station- Phone-0499 - 430211, 430313

Kannur

Popularly known as the land of theyyams this part of the land is rich in natural beauty.

Area: 2997 sq. km.

Population: 2,251,727

Altitude: Sea level

Payambalam Beach: This beach is famous for its flats laterite cliffs that jut into the sea. The well-laid gardens and the massive landscaped sculpture of 'Mother and Child' make it extremely captivating.

Getting there: 2 km from Kannur 

Nearest Railway Station: Kannur, about 2 km away.
Nearest Airport: Karipur International Airport, about 93 km away from Kannur

St. Angelo Fort: This seafront laterite fort was constructed in 1505 AD by the Portuguese. The fort, which is now under the Archaeological Survey of India, offers fascinating views of the Mappila bay fishing harbour.

Getting there:  3 km from Kannur 

Nearest Railway Station: Kannur, about 3 km away.
Nearest Airport: Karipur International Airport, about 93 km away from Kannur

Valapattanam: The small town on the Valapattanam River is well known for its wood-based industries and timber trade.

Getting there: 7 km from Kannur 

Nearest Railway Station: Kannur, about 7 km away.
Nearest Airport: Karipur International Airport, about 93 km away from Kannur

Kizhunna Ezhara Beach: This beautiful stretch of sand is one of the most secluded beaches in Kerala.

Getting there: 11 km from Kannur 

Nearest Railway Station: Kannur, about 11 km away.
Nearest Airport: Karipur International Airport, about 93 km away from Kannur

Meenkunnu Beach: Uncrowded, the beach is a tourists' paradise, with golden sand and surf   

Getting there: 12 km from Kannur 

Nearest Railway Station: Kannur, about 12 km away.
Nearest Airport: Karipur International Airport, about 93 km away from Kannur
Parassinikkadavu: This Temple on the banks of the Valapattanam river is famous for the Muthappan Theyyam performed every morning and evening.

Getting there: 16 km from Kannur town 

Nearest Railway Station: Kannur, about 16 km away.
Nearest Airport: Karipur International Airport, about 93 km away from Kannur.

Dharmadam Island: The small 5-acre island covered with coconut palms and dense bushes is a beautiful sight from the beach. Permission is required to enter this.

Getting there: 100 metres away from the mainland at Dharmadam 

Nearest Railway Station: Kannur, about 20 km away.
Nearest Airport: Karipur International Airport, about 93 km away from Kannur privately owned island.  

Muzhappilangad Beach: Black rocks protect this long, clean beach from the currents of the deep, making its shallow waters a swimmer's paradise. Perhaps this is Kerala's only drive-in beach where you can drive down the entire length of 4 km.

Getting there: 15 km from Kannur and 8 km from Thalasseri 

Nearest Railway Station: Kannur, about 15 km away.
Nearest Airport: Karipur International Airport, about 93 km away from Kannur.

Gundert Bungalow: Dr. Herman Gundert, the revered German missionary, scholar and lexicographer lived in this bungalow for 20 years from 1839.

Getting there: 20 km from Kannur, near Thalasseri town. 

Nearest Railway Station: Kannur, about 20 km away.
Nearest Airport: Karipur International Airport, about 93 km away from Kannur

Trichambaram Temple: A sacred place of the Vaishnava cult, the deity of the temple is Sree Krishna

Getting there: 20 km from Kannur, near Thaliparambu  

Nearest Railway Station: Kannur, about 20 km away.
Nearest Airport: Karipur International Airport, about 93 km away from Kannur

Thalassery Fort: The fort constructed in 1708 was the military centre of the British. 
It is now a historical monument.

Open: 0900 -1230 hrs; 1400 - 1630 hrs. Closed on Mondays 

Getting there: 22 km from Kannur 

Nearest Railway Station: Kannur, about 22 km away.
Nearest Airport: Karipur International Airport, about 93 km away from Kannur

Madayi Para: The Madayi Kavu Temple, the Vadukunnu Temple and the 12th century mosque built by Malik bin Dinar with white marble imported from Arabia, are the major attractions here.

Getting there: 25 km from Kannur 

Nearest Railway Station: Kannur, about 25 km away.
Nearest Airport: Karipur International Airport, about 93 km away from Kannur

Malayala Kalagramam: This renowned centre for arts and culture at New Mahe, conducts courses in painting, sculpture, music, dance and pottery. 

Getting there: 

Nearest Railway Station: Kannur, about 29 km away.
Nearest Airport: Karipur International Airport, about 93 km away from Kannur.

Thodeekulam Siva Temple: Located 2 km from Kannavam on the Thalassery-Mananthavady road, this temple is famous for its mural paintings

Getting there: 34 km southeast of Kannur 

Nearest Railway Station: Kannur, about 34 km away.
Nearest Airport: Karipur International Airport about 93 km away from Kannur.

Pazhazzi Dam: An ideal retreat for tourists, the damsite is famous for its scenic beauty. The DTPC provides pleasure boating facilities at the reservoir

Getting there: 37 km east of Kannur 

Nearest Railway Station:  Kannur, about 37 km away.
Nearest Airport: Karipur International Airport, about 93 km away from Kannur.

Pythal Mala: This enchanting hill station, situated 4,500 ft. above sea level near the Kerala - Karnataka border, is rich in flora and fauna. It is a 6 km trek to the top of the hills

Getting there: 

Nearest Railway Station: Kannur, about 65 km away.

Nearest Airport: Karipur International Airport, about 93 km away from Kannur.

Aralam Wildlife Sanctuary: Elephants, sloth bears, sambars, mouse deer etc. can be found in the 55 sq km. Sanctuary. Open: 07:00 - 18:00 hrs

Getting there:  35 km from Thalassery 

Nearest Railway Station: Kannur, about 45 km away.
Nearest Airport: Karipur International Airport, about 93 km away from Kannur.

Kottiyoor: There is a Siva Temple here on the banks of the Bavali River. Thousands of devotees attend the annual 27-day festival during May – June

Getting there: 

Nearest Railway Station: Kannur, about 86 km away.
Nearest Airport: Karipur International Airport, about 93 km away from Kannur.

Kunhimangalam: This place in Payyannur is famous for its unique bronze lamps and sculptures

Getting there: 

Nearest Railway Station: Kannur, about 20 km away. 
Nearest Airport: Karipur International Airport, about 113 km away from Kannur.

Tourist Information Offices:

District Tourism Promotion Council, Kannur – Phone 0497 – 706336.

DTPC, Tourist Information Centre, Railway Station - Phone 0497-703121

Wayanad

Kuruvadweep: This 950-acre, uninhabited island on the eastward bound Kabani River is an ideal picnic spot.  The wooded land is home to rare species of birds, orchids and herbs

Getting there: About 17 km east of Mananthavady /45 km northwest of Sulthan Bathery 

Nearest Railway Station: Kozhikode, about 97 km away from Sulthan Bathery.
Nearest Airport: Karipur International Airport, about 120 km from Sulthan Bathery.

Thirunelly Temple: The Thirunelly temple is a marvel of temple architecture. The shrine is shielded with 30 granite columns and the ground is paved with huge square pieces of granite

Getting there: About 32 km northeast of Mananthavady. 

Nearest Railway Station: Kozhikode, about 106 km away from Mananthavady.
Nearest Airport: Karipur International Airport, about 129 km from Mananthavady.

Pazhassi Tomb: The memorial of the 'Lion of Kerala' - Veera Pazhassi Raja - who organised the guerilla warfare against the British East India Company, is situated at Mananthavady

Getting there: About 32 km north east of Kalpetta. 

Nearest Railway Station: Kozhikode, about 72 km away from Kalpetta.
Nearest Airport: Karipur International Airport, about 95 km from Kalpetta.

The Glass Temple of Kottamunda: This temple is located on the slope of Vellarimala and is dedicated to Parswanatha Swamy of the Jain faith.
Getting there: About 20 km away from Kalpetta 

Nearest Railway Station: Kozhikode, about 72 km away from Kalpetta. 

Nearest Airport: Karipur International Airport, about 95 km from Kalpetta

Boys Town, Mananthavady: (15 km north of Mananthavady): Herbal garden, nature care centre, sericulture unit, perma culture centre etc., established by the Wayanad Social Service Society and Gene Park (the Indo-Danish project for promoting herbal gardening) are situated here.
Pakshipathalam: Situated 1740 m above sea level this place can be accessed only by trekking. Rare species of birds can be sighted from the watchtower of this bird sanctuary

Getting there: About 42 km from Mananthavady. 

Nearest Railway Station: Kozhikode, about 106 km away from Mananthavady.
Nearest Airport: Karipur International Airport, about 129 km from Mananthavady.

Chembra Peak: At 2100 m above mean sea level, Chembra is the highest peak in Wayanad and is an ideal area for trekking.

Getting there: About 14 km west of Kalpetta
Nearest Railway Station: Kozhikode, about 72 km away from Kalpetta.
Nearest Airport: Karipur International Airport, about 95 km from Kalpetta
Banasura Project: A mini hydel project with the largest earth dam in India and the second largest in Asia is being built here. A sprawling sanctuary and park with ever-flowering trees are major tourist attractions

Getting there: About 25 km northeast of Kalpetta 

Nearest Railway Station: Kozhikode, about 72 km away from Kalpetta. 
Nearest Airport: Karipur International Airport, about 95 km from Kalpetta.

Begur Wildlife Sanctuary: This sanctuary has a wide variety of animals

Getting there: About 20 km from Mananthavady. 

Nearest Railway Station: Kozhikode, about 106 km away from Mananthavady.
Nearest Airport: Karipur International Airport, about 129 km from Mananthavady.

Nagarhole Wildlife Sanctuary: This sanctuary in Karnataka state extends over an area of 643.39 sq km. The park houses diverse species of plant and animal life.
Open: 0600 - 0800 hrs and 1500 -1730 hrs.

Getting there: 40 km away from Mananthavady.
Nearest Railway Station: Kozhikode, about 106 km away from Mananthavady.
Nearest Airport: Karipur International Airport, about 129 km from Mananthavady.

Edakkal Caves: The two caves are located at a height of 1000 m on Ambukutty Mala near Ambalavayal with the New Stone Age pictorial writings on the walls.  The caves can be accessed only by a 1 km trekking trail from Edakkal.

Open: Entry is permitted only up to 1700 hrs.  
Getting there: About 12 km from Sulthan Bathery. 

Nearest Railway Station: Kozhikode, about 97 km away from Sulthan Bathery.
Nearest Airport: Karipur International Airport, about 120 km from Sulthan Bathery. 

Wayanad Wildlife Sanctuary: Established in 1973, the Wayanad Wildlife Sanctuary is rich in bio-diversity, is an integral part of the Nilgiri Biosphere Reserve.

Permitting authority:Wildlife Warden, Muthanga Wildlife Sanctuary, Sulthan Bathery

Getting there:  Near Sulthan Bathery.
Nearest Railway Station: Kozhikode, about 97 km away from Sulthan Bathery.
Nearest Airport: Karipur International Airport, about 120 km from Sulthan Bathery.

Lakkidi: Lakkidi, the gateway to Wayanad, is situated 700 m above mean sea level.  Lofty peaks, gurgling streams and luxuriant forests add magic to the journey up the winding roads to this hill station.
Getting there: About 55 km east of Kozhikode 
Nearest Railway Station: Kozhikode, about 55 km away.
Nearest Airport: Karipur International Airport, about 78 km from Kozhikode

Pookot Lake: This perennial fresh water lake, nestled among wooded hills, is the only one of its kind in Kerala. Boating facilities, a children’s park, a handicrafts and spices emporium and a fresh water aquarium are among the tourist facilities available here.
Getting there: About 3 km south of Vythiri. 

Nearest Railway Station: Kozhikode, about 83 km away from Vythiri.
Nearest Airport: Karipur International Airport, about 83 km from Vythiri.

Ambalavayal Heritage: Near the Ambukuthi hill region is this heritage museum housing artefacts and belongings of the various tribes of the land. This is one of the best heritage museums in Kerala.
Getting there: 12 km south of Sulthan bathery. 

Nearest Railway Station: Kozhikode, about 97 km away from Sulthan bathery.
Nearest Airport: Karipur International Airport, about 120 km from Sulthan Bathery. 

Tourist Information Offices:

District Tourism Promotion Council, at Pookot and Kalpetta Ph: 0493 - 655207, 602134

Tourist Information Centre, Collectorate Ph: 0493 - 604441

Kozhikode

Pazhassiraja Museum & Art Gallery: On display here are copies of ancient murals, antique bronzes, old coins, excavated earthenware, models of temples, megalithic monuments like dolmonoid cysts, umbrella stones etc.
Getting there: 

Nearest Railway Station: Kozhikode, about 5 km away.
Nearest Airport: Karipur International Airport, about 23 km from Kozhikode.

Krishna Menon Museum: This museum has an exclusive wing dedicated to the late V K Krishna Menon, renowned statesman.

Open: 0900 -1230 hrs, 1400 - 1630 hrs. Closed on Mondays

Getting there: 

Nearest Railway Station: Kozhikode, about 3 km away. 
Nearest Airport: Karipur International Airport, about 23 km from Kozhikode.

Kalipoika: One can leisurely cruise on the dappled waters at Kalipoika in both pedal and row boats.
Boating time: 0800 - 1900 hrs.


Getting there: 

Nearest Railway Station: Kozhikode, about 2 km away.
Nearest Airport: Karipur International Airport, about 23 km from Kozhikode.

Kallai: This was once the second largest timber-trading centre in Asia. A steel bridge built by the British is still intact here.
Getting there: 

Nearest Railway Station: Kozhikode, about 2 km away. 
Nearest Airport: Karipur International Airport, about 23 km from Kozhikode.

S M Street: Sweet Meat Street is the busiest street in Kozhikode and derives its name from the times when the street was lined with sweetmeat stalls

Getting there: 

Nearest Railway Station: Kozhikode, about 300 m away. 
Nearest Airport: Karipur International Airport, about 23 km from Kozhikode.

Beypore: Located at the mouth of the Chaliyar River, Beypore was one of the prominent ports and fishing harbours of ancient Kerala.
Getting there: 

Nearest Railway Station: Kozhikode, about 10 km away.
Nearest Airport: Karipur International Airport, about 23 km from Kozhikode.

Kappad Beach: This is the historic beach where Vasco da Gama landed on the 27th of May 1498, with 170 men in three vessels.
Getting there: 

Nearest Railway Station: Kozhikode, about 16 km away. 
Nearest Airport: Karipur International Airport, about 23 km from Kozhikode.

Kozhikode Beach: This beach is a favourite haunt of sunset viewers. Entertainment facilities such as the Lions Park for children and the marine water aquarium are added attractions

Getting there: 

Nearest Railway Station: Kozhikode, about 1 km away.
Nearest Airport: Karipur International Airport, about 23 km from Kozhikode.

Thikkoti Light House: This lighthouse overlooks Velliyamkallu off Moodadi.  The region around the Velliyamkallu rock is the transit home of migratory birds.
Getting there: 

Nearest Railway Station: Kozhikode, about 35 km away. 
Nearest Airport: Karipur International Airport, about 23 km from Kozhikode.

Payyoli  Beach: This is yet another beautiful stretch of golden sands with shallow waters that border Velliyamkallu.
Getting there: 

Nearest Railway Station: Kozhikode, about 20 km away.
Nearest Airport: Karipur International Airport, about 23 km from Kozhikode.

Kadalundi Bird Sanctuary: The estuary at Kadalundi is a haven for migratory birds. Terns, gulls, herons, sandpipers, whimbrels and other exotic birds flock into this place in November and return home in April. Open: 07:00 - 18:00 hrs

Getting there: 25 km from Kozhikode 

Nearest Railway Station: Kozhikode, about 25 km away.
Nearest Airport: Karipur International Airport, about 23 km from Kozhikode.

Planetarium: The Kozhikode Planetarium at the city's Jaffarkhan colony offers extensive insight into the mysteries of the universe, the planets and the galaxies. Daily shows at 1200, 1400, 1600 & 1800 hrs.
Getting there: 

Nearest Railway Station: Kozhikode, about 1.5 km away. 
Nearest Airport: Karipur International Airport, about 23 km from Kozhikode. 

Vadakara (48 km from Kozhikode): The birth place of Thacholi Othenan - the legendary hero of the Vadakkanpattu (ballads of North Malabar),Vadakara boasts a great martial tradition and was a flourishing trade and commerce centre in ancient times.

Thacholi Manikkoth, the kalari where Thacholi Othenan practised his martial feats and spent long days in deep meditation before every poythu (duel), is a place worth visiting.

Thusharagiri: As the name suggests, land and water have struck an extraordinary kinship here. Famous for its trekking tracks, Tusharagiri is located near Vythiri in Wayanad

Getting there: 

Nearest Railway Station: Kozhikode, about 50 km away.
Nearest Airport: Karipur International Airport, about 23 km from Kozhikode

Peruvannamuzhi: The Peruvannamuzhi dam site set amid hills is a beautiful picnic spot. The reservoir here provides facilities for speed and rowboat cruises

Getting there: 

Nearest Railway Station: Kozhikode, about 60 km away.
Nearest Airport: Karipur International Airport, about 23 km from Kozhikode

Wayanad Ghats: The green ghats enroute to Wayanad has nine hairpin bends, each turn taking one to a higher altitude offering a better view of the picturesque plains below

Getting there: 

Nearest Railway Station: Kozhikode, about 45 km away. 
Nearest Airport: Karipur International Airport, about 23 km from Kozhikode

Iringal: This is the birthplace of Kunjali Marakkar, who commanded the Zamorin's fleet and held the Portuguese vessels at bay for a long period. The birthplace of this valiant admiral of the Zamorin, on the southern bank of the Moorad River, is today preserved by the Department of Archaeology.

Mananchira Maidan: The musical fountain inside the maidan and the meticulously landscaped lawns surrounded by traditional buildings in the Kerala style, fascinate visitors

Getting there: 

Nearest Railway Station: Kozhikode, about 1 km away. 
Nearest Airport: Karipur International Airport, about 23 km from Kozhikode

Mishkal Masjid, Kuttichira: One of the oldest mosques in the city, this four storeyed structure supported by wooden pillars proudly proclaims the architectural splendour of yester years

Getting there: 

Nearest Railway Station: Kozhikode, about 700 m away. 
Nearest Airport: Karipur International Airport, about 23 km from Kozhikode

Thali Temple: Built in the 14th century by Swamy Thirumulpad, the Zamorin, within his palace complex, this temple was the venue of Revathy Pattathanam, the annual cultural and intellectual event.

Getting there: 

Nearest Railway Station: Kozhikode, about 1 km away. 
Nearest Airport: Karipur International Airport, about 23 km from Kozhikode.

Jain Temple: The two temples in this compound at Trikkovil lane have exquisitely painted interiors and elaborately carved porticoes

Getting there: 

Nearest Railway Station: Kozhikode, about 300 m away. 
Nearest Airport: Karipur International Airport, about 23 km from Kozhikode.

Parsi Anju Amman Baug: This Fire Temple in S M Street dates back to the period when the Parsis, lured by the trade opportunities, settled in Kozhikode about 200 years ago.

Getting there: 

Nearest Railway Station: Kozhikode, about 300 m away. 
Nearest Airport: Karipur International Airport, about 23 km from Kozhikode.

Buddha Vihar: This temple houses a good collection of writings on the Buddha

Getting there: 

Nearest Railway Station: Kozhikode, about 1 km away. 
Nearest Airport: Karipur International Airport, about 23 km from Kozhikode.

Muchunthi Palli: Built in the traditional Kerala architectural style, this mosque enshrines a 13th century Vattezhuthu (inscription on stone slab).
Getting there: 

Nearest Railway Station: Kozhikode, about 700 m away. 
Nearest Airport: Karipur International Airport, about 23 km from Kozhikode.

Mother of God Church: This church built in the Roman architectural style dates back to 1513 AD and is the only one of its kind in Kerala.

Getting there: 

Nearest Railway Station: Kozhikode, about 600 m away. 
Nearest Airport: Karipur International Airport, about 23 km from Kozhikode.

Airport: Nearest airport: Karipur (23 km from Kozhikode town)

Tourist Information Offices: KTDC Tourist Reception Centre, Hotel Malabar Mansion. Phone: 0495 – 722391. Tourist information centers- Kozhikode Railway Station Phone: 700097 Karipur Airport  Ph: 722762.

Malappuram

Thirunavaya: Situated on the banks of the Bharathappuzha, this is a place of great historical importance.

Getting there: 

Nearest Railway Station: Tirur railway station about 8 km away. 
Nearest Airport: Karipur International Airport, about 30 km from Malappuram.

Thirumandhamkunnu: Dedicated to Goddess Durga, this is an important pilgrim centre in Malappuram.

Getting there: 

Nearest Railway Station: Shoranur, about 30 km away. 
Nearest Airport: Karipur International Airport, about 30 km from Malappuram.

The Jama-at Mosque: This is an important pilgrim centre of the Muslims of Kerala

Getting there: 

Nearest Railway Station: Malappuram, about 24 km away. 
Nearest Airport: Karipur International Airport, about 30 km from Malappuram.

Pazhayangadi Mosque: The three day long Valia Nercha feast at this 500-year-old Muslim pilgrim centre, celebrated in February/March, is a local cultural event.

Getting there: 

Nearest Railway Station: Kozhikode, about 35 km away. 
Nearest Airport: Karipur International Airport, about 30 km from Malappuram.

Nilambur: This is the original home of the Cholainaickans, the oldest aboriginal tribe of Kerala. Is well known for Canoli’s Plot the world’s oldest teak plantation and bamboo woods.

Getting there: 

Nearest Railway Station: Malappuram railway station about 36 km away.
Nearest Airport: Karipur International Airport, about 30 km from Malappuram.

Tirur: The birthplace of Thunchath Ezhuthachan, the father of the Malayalam language, now called Thunchan Parambu, is in Tirur.

Getting there: 

Nearest Railway Station: Malappuram, about 2 km away.
Nearest Airport: Karipur International Airport, about 30 km from Malappuram.

Kottackal: This small town is home to the famed Kottackal Arya Vaidyasala, one of the pioneer institutions of Ayurveda, the traditional system of health and medicine, in Kerala.

Getting there: 

Nearest Railway Station: Malappuram railway station about 12 km away.
Nearest Airport: Karipur International Airport, about 30 km from Malappuram.

Kadalundi Bird Sanctuary: The sanctuary is spread over a cluster of islands in a scenic area surrounded by hillocks where the Kadalundippuzha River flows into the Arabian Sea.

Getting there: 

Nearest Railway Station: Malappuram, about 20 km away.
Nearest Airport: Karipur International Airport, about 30 km from Malappuram.

Padinharekara Beach: At the end of the Tipu Sultan road near Ponnani, the beach offers a breathtaking view of the confluence of the Bharathappuzha, the Tirur Puzha and the Arabian Sea

Getting there: 

Nearest Railway Station: Malappuram, about 10 km away.
Nearest Airport: Karipur International Airport, about 30 km from Malappuram.

Vallikunnu Beach: A beach resort set in the middle of a coconut grove is the main attraction here. The Kadalundi bird sanctuary is just a short distance away.

Getting there: 

Nearest Railway Station: Malappuram, about 20 km away.
Nearest Airport: Karipur International Airport, about 30 km from Malappuram.

Kadampuzha: Kadampuzha is famous for its Bhagavathy temple said to have been set up by Sree Sankaracharya, the philosopher.

Getting there: 

Nearest Railway Station: Malappuram, about 12 km away. 
Nearest Airport: Karipur International Airport, about 30 km from Malappuram.

Trikandiyur Shiva Temple: The idol at this ancient temple is said to have been installed by Parasurama, the legendary creator of Kerala.

Getting there: 

Nearest Railway Station: Tirur railway station about 4 km away. 
Nearest Airport: Karipur International Airport, about 36 km from Malappuram.

Biyyan Kayal: Located close to Ponnani, this placid, green-fringed waterway has water sports facilities.

Getting there: 

Nearest Railway Station: Malappuram, about 20 km away.
Nearest Airport: Karipur International Airport, about 30 km from Malappuram.

Tourist information office: Ph: 734311, 734922, and 734882

Palakkad
Palakkad Fort: Video- The old granite fort situated in the very heart of Palakkad town is one of the best preserved in Kerala. It was built by Hyder Ali of Mysore in 1766.

Getting there: 

Nearest Railway Station: Palakkad, about 5 km away.

Nearest Airport: Coimbatore, in the neighbouring state of Tamil Nadu about 55 km from Palakkad.

Malampuzha: Video- This famous picnic spot, which comprises a dam and beautifully landscaped gardens, is situated on the lower hills of the Western Ghats.

Getting there: 

Nearest Railway Station: Palakkad, about 10 km away.

Nearest Airport: Coimbatore, in the neighbouring state of Tamil Nadu about 55 km from Palakkad.

Fantasy Park: Photo- Open:
1400 - 2100 hrs on week days
          
1100 - 2100 hrs on Saturdays,
          
Sundays and national holidays 
          
Ph: 0491 - 815122, 0491 - 815124 

Entrance fee:
Adults Rs. 20, Children Rs. 10. 


Separate charges for rides and computer games.  
Block tickets: Adults Rs. 80, Children Rs. 60

Getting there: 

Nearest Railway Station: Palakkad, about 10 km away.
Nearest Airport: Coimbatore, in the neighbouring state of Tamil Nadu about 55 km from Palakkad.

Pothundy Dam: Situated on the way to Nelliampathy, the Pothundy Reservoir Complex is a charming location for picnics and half-day trips.

Getting there: 

Nearest Railway Station: Palakkad, about 45 km away.

Nearest Airport: Coimbatore, in the neighbouring state of Tamil Nadu about 55 km from Palakkad.

Dhoni: It takes a three-hour trek from the base of the Dhoni hills to reach this reserve forest area with its small, beautiful waterfall.

Getting there: 

Nearest Railway Station: Palakkad, about 15 km away.

Nearest Airport: Coimbatore, in the neighbouring state of Tamil Nadu about 55 km from Palakkad.

Kollengode: The Kollengode Palace, the Vishnu Temple and the poet P. Kunhiraman Nair Memorial are worth visiting

Getting there: 

Nearest Railway Station: Palakkad, about 19 km away.

Nearest Airport: Coimbatore, in the neighbouring state of Tamil Nadu about 55 km from Palakkad.

Lakkidi: Killikkurissimangalam at Lakkidi is the birthplace of Kunchan Nambiar, the 18th century satirist and exponent of the Thullal (classical art form).
Getting there: 

Nearest Railway Station: Ottappalam, about 12 km away.

Nearest Airport: Coimbatore, in the neighbouring state of Tamil Nadu about 55 km from Palakkad.

Meenkara: This picnic spot is the site of a dam across the river Gayathri, which flows into the Bharathappuzha.

Getting there: 

Nearest Railway Station: Palakkad, about 32 km away.

Nearest Airport: Coimbatore, in the neighbouring state of Tamil Nadu about 55 km from Palakkad.

Ottappalam: The town is known for its numerous places of worship and their colourful festivals

Getting there: 

Nearest Railway Station: Palakkad, about 35 km away.

Nearest Airport: Coimbatore, in the neighbouring state of Tamil Nadu about 55 km from Palakkad.

Siruvani: The dam site is an ideal picnic spot. The gateways on either side of the road across the dam are typical of the Kerala and Tamil architectural styles. Siruvani is also home to certain tribals like the Mudugars and Irulars.

Getting there: 

Nearest Railway Station: Palakkad, about 48 km away.

Nearest Airport: Coimbatore, in the neighbouring state of Tamil Nadu about 55 km from Palakkad.

Mangalam Dam: This dam is built across the Cherukunnath River. The dam site is a popular picnic spot.

Getting there: 

Nearest Railway Station: Palakkad, about 50 km away.

Nearest Airport: Coimbatore, in the neighbouring state of Tamil Nadu about 55 km from Palakkad.

Thrithala: Photo- This place is noted for its monuments and historic ruins. The Siva Temple and the ruins of a mud fort near Thrithala on the Chalissery road are notable cultural monuments.

Getting there: 

Nearest Railway Station: Shornur, about 20 km away.

Nearest Airport: Coimbatore, in the neighbouring state of Tamil Nadu about 55 km from Palakkad.

Parambikkulam Wildlife Sanctuary: Photo- Sprawled across 285 sq. km, the Parambikkulam Wildlife Sanctuary is home to rare wild animals. Boating/cruising facilities are available at the Parambikkulam Reservoir.


Permitting authority: Divisional Forest Officer, 
Parambikulam, Thoonakkadavu 
Ph: 0425-367233/367228

Getting there:

Nearest Railway Station: Pollachi about 65 km away. 

Nearest Airport: Coimbatore, in the neighbouring state of Tamil Nadu about 55 km from Palakkad.

Thenari: It is believed that the waters of this natural spring, located in front of the old Sree Rama Temple here, is as sacred as the waters of the Ganges.

Jain Temple of Jainimedu: Situated on the western suburbs of Palakkad town, not far from the railway station, this historic 32 feet long, 20 ft. wide granite temple displays images of the Jain Thirthankaras and Yakshinis. 

The region around the temple, known as Jainimedu, is one of the few places in Kerala where the vestiges of Jainism have survived. It is at a Jain house here that poet Kumaranasan wrote his monumental poem Veenapoovu (The fallen flower).

Thiruvegappura Sankaranarayana Temple: This temple in Palakkad district dates back to the 14th century while its koothambalam (temple theatre) was probably added in the 15th or 16th century.

Attappady: Video- A beautiful synthesis of mountains, rivers and forests, Attappady is of great interest to anthropologists as this is the habitat of many tribes like the Irulas and Mudugars.

Getting there: 

Nearest Railway Station: Palakkad, about 40 km from Mannarkad.

Nearest Airport: Coimbatore, in the neighbouring state of Tamil Nadu, about 55 km from Palakkad.

Silent Valley National Park: Video- The 89.52 sq. km national park is believed to be the sole surviving bit of evergreen forests in the Sahya Ranges

Permitting authority:
Wildlife Warden, 
Silent Valley National Park, Mukkali 
Ph: 0491 – 453225

Getting there:
Nearest Railway Station: Palakkad, about 80 km away. 

Nearest Airport: Coimbatore, in the neighbouring state of Tamil Nadu about 55 km from Palakkad.

Tourist Information Offices: DTPC Information Counter, Near Children's Park, Palakkad Ph: 0491 – 538996.

Thrissur

Vadakkumnathan Temple: Video- The Vadakkumnathan temple is a classical example of the Kerala style of architecture and is the venue of the world famous Pooram festival celebrated annually in April-May.

Getting there:
Nearest Railway Station: Thrissur about 1 km away. 

Nearest Airport: Cochin International Airport, about 58 km from Thrissur.

Archaeological Museum: Photo- Open from 1000 - 1700 hrs on all days except Mondays and national holidays.

Getting there: 

Nearest Railway Station: Thrissur, about 2 km away. 

Nearest Airport: Cochin International Airport, about 58 km from Thrissur.

Zoo: Photo- Open: 0900 - 1700 hrs on all days except Mondays

Getting there: 
Nearest Railway Station: Thrissur, about 2 km away. 

Nearest Airport: Cochin International Airport, about 58 km from Thrissur.

Art Museum: Photo- Located in the Zoo compound, the art museum displays collections of wood carvings, metal sculptures and ancient jewellery.

Open: 1000 - 17 00 hrs on all days except Mondays 

Getting there:
Nearest Railway Station: Thrissur, about 2 km away.
Nearest Airport: Cochin International Airport, about 58 km from Thrissur.

Town Hall: Photo- Houses the Picture Gallery where mural paintings from all parts of Kerala are on display

Getting there: 

Nearest Railway Station: Thrissur, about 5 km.

Nearest Airport: Cochin International Airport, about 58 km from Thrissur.

Vilangankunnu: Photo- This is a beautiful hill, which is a good picnic spot

Getting there: 


Nearest Railway Station: Thrissur, about 7 km away. 

Nearest Airport: Cochin International Airport, about 58 km from Thrissur.

Arattupuzha: Video- This village is known for the annual Pooram festival at the temple in April/May

Getting there: 
Nearest Railway Station: Thrissur, about 14 km away. 

Nearest Airport: Cochin International Airport, about 58 km from Thrissur.

Peechi Dam: Photo- This picnic spot offers boating facilities. There are frequent private buses from Thrissur. to Peechi dam.

Getting there: 
Nearest Railway Station: Thrissur, about 20 km away. 

Nearest Airport: Cochin International Airport, about 58 km from Thrissur.

Christian Divine Retreat Centres:

They are located at Muringoor and Potta near Chalakudi, on the Kochi - Thrissur route.

Getting there:
Nearest Railway Station: Chalakkudy, about 5 km away.
Nearest Airport: Cochin International Airport, about 58 km from Thrissur.

Guruvayoor: Photo- Guruvayoor is one of the most sacred and important pilgrim centres of Kerala.
Its main attraction is the Sree Krishna temple. Only Hindus are allowed inside the temple.

Getting there:
Nearest Railway Station: Guruvayoor, about 1 km away.
Nearest Airport: Cochin International Airport, about 58 km from Thrissur.

Punnathoorkotta: Video- This place is home to the temple elephants numbering over 40. Visitors are allowed.

Getting there:   

Nearest Railway Station: Guruvayoor, about 2 km away. 

Nearest Airport: Cochin International Airport, about 58 km from Thrissur.

Koodal Manikyam Temple, Irinjalakkuda: Photo- Situated 10 km away from Irinjalakuda railway station, this ancient temple is dedicated to Lord Bharatha, the brother of Sri Rama. It is perhaps the only temple in India with Bharatha as the deity.

Getting there: 
Nearest Railway Station: Irinjalakkuda, about 9 km away. 

Nearest Airport: Cochin International Airport, about 30 km from Irinjalakuda.

Cheruthuruthy-Kalamandalam: Video- Cheruthuruthy is the seat of the Kerala Kalamandalam, renowned the world over for its Kathakali training centre. Training in Kathakali, Mohiniyattom, Thullal and other art forms of Kerala is imparted here.

Getting there:

Nearest Railway Station: Shornur, about 10 km away.
Nearest Airport: Cochin International Airport, about 58 km from Thrissur.

Athirapally: Video- At the entrance to the Sholayar ranges, this 80 foot high waterfall is a popular picnic spot.

Getting there: 
Nearest Railway Station: Thrissur, about 63 km away. 

Nearest Airport: Cochin International Airport, about 58 km from Thrissur.

Vazhachal: Video- Just a short drive from Athirapally, this picturesque waterfall is close to dense green forests and is a part of the Chalakkudy River.

Getting there: 
Nearest Railway Station: Thrissur, about 68 km away. 

Nearest Airport: Cochin International Airport, about 58 km from Thrissur.

Shakthan Thampuran Palace: Also known as Palace Thoppu, the campus covers an area of 6 acres.
Here you can see 3 shavakudeerams (tombs) including that of the renowned Shakthan Thampuran

Getting there: 

Nearest Railway Station: Thrissur, about 5 km.
Nearest Airport: Cochin International Airport, about 58 km from Thrissur.

Saint Thomas Memorial, Kodungalloor: Video- St. Thomas is believed to have landed in Kodungalloor (formerly called Muziris) in 52 AD.  The St. Thomas Church established by the apostle houses holy relics from the olden days.

Getting there: 

Nearest Railway Station: Irinjalakkuda, about 36 km away. 

Nearest Airport: Cochin International Airport, about 58 km from Thrissur.

Cheraman Juma Masjid, Kodungalloor: Video- Located 2 km from Kodungalloor town, this mosque resembles a Hindu temple in appearance.  Built in 629 AD, this is the first mosque in India and the second in the world where Juma prayers were started. Other places of interest nearby include Cheramanparambu, the ancient Thiruvanchikulam Temple, the Bhagavathi Temple and the Portuguese fort.

Getting there: 

Nearest Railway Station: Thrissur, about 38 km away. 

Nearest Airport: Cochin International Airport, about 58 km from Thrissur.

Bus Station:

Road: Thrissur is well connected with almost all the major towns and cities of India. 

There are three major bus stations in the town:
The KSRTC bus station, near the railway station operates long distance and interstate services 

Ph: 421150
Sakthan Thampuran bus stand is 1 km away from town. 
The north bus stand is in the heart of the town.

Ernakulam

Chinese Fishing Nets / Vasco da Gama Square: Video
These huge cantilevered fishing nets are the legacy of one of the first visitors to the Malabar Coast

Getting there: 

Nearest Railway Station: Ernakulam Railway Station, about 15 km away.
Nearest Airport: Cochin International Airport, about 20 km from Ernakulam Town.

Santa Cruz Basilica: Video- This historic church was built by the Portuguese and elevated to a Cathedral by Pope Paul IV in 1558.

Getting there: 

Nearest Railway Station: Ernakulam railway station, about 12 km away.
Nearest Airport: Cochin International Airport, about 20 km from Ernakulam Town.

Loafer’s Corner/Princess Street: One of the earliest streets to be constructed in Fort Kochi, Princess Street with its European style residences still retains its old world charm. The best view of this quaint street can be had from Loafer’s Corner, the traditional meeting place and hangout of the jovial fun loving people of the area.

Vasco House: Believed to have been the residence of Vasco da Gama, this is one of the oldest Portuguese residences in Fort Kochi. Built in the early sixteenth century, Vasco House sports the typical European glass paned windows and balcony cum verandahs characteristic of the times.

The Dutch Cemetery: The tombstones here are the most authentic record of the hundreds of Europeans who left their homeland on a mission to expand their colonial empires and changed the course of history of this land. The cemetery was consecrated in 1724 and is today managed by the Church of South India.
St. Francis Church: Video- Built in 1503 by Portuguese Franciscan friars, this is India’s oldest European church.  Vasco da Gama was buried here in 1524 before his remains were moved to Lisbon, Portugal

Getting there: 

Nearest Railway Station: Ernakulam railway station, about 15 km away.
Nearest Airport: Cochin International Airport, about 20 km from Ernakulam.

Mattancherry Palace (Dutch Palace): Photo
Built by the Portuguese in 1557, the palace was renovated in 1663 by the Dutch. On display here are beautiful murals depicting scenes from the epics, Ramayana and Mahabharata, and some of the Puranic Hindu legends. The palace also houses Dutch maps of old Kochi, royal palanquins, coronation robes of former maharajas of Kochi as well as period furniture.

Open: 1000 - 1700 hrs.  Closed on Fridays

Getting there: 

Nearest Railway Station: Ernakulam railway station, about 10 km away.
Nearest Airport: Cochin International Airport, about 20 km from Ernakulam Town.
Synagogue: Video- Constructed in 1568, this is the oldest synagogue in the Commonwealth.

Open: 1000 - 1200 hrs; 1500 -1700 hrs

Closed on Saturdays and Jewish holidays

Getting there: 

Nearest Railway Station: Ernakulam railway station, about 15 km away.
Nearest Airport: Cochin International Airport, about 20 km from Ernakulam Town.
Cherai Beach: Video- This lovely beach bordering Vypeen Island is ideal for swimming.

Getting there: 

Nearest Railway Station: Ernakulam railway station, about 1 km from the main boat jetty.
Nearest Airport: Cochin International Airport, about 20 km from Ernakulam.

Bolghatty Island: Video- This Island is famous for its palace of the same name. The Bolghatty Palace was built in 1744 by the Dutch. Today it is a hotel run by the Kerala Tourism Development Corporation, with a small golf course and special honeymoon cottages.

Getting there:  

Nearest Railway Station: Ernakulam railway station, about 2 km away.
Nearest Airport: Cochin International Airport, about 20 km from Ernakulam Town.

Willingdon Island: Photo- Named after Lord Willingdon, a former British Viceroy of India, this man-made island is surrounded by beautiful backwaters. The island is the site of the city's best hotels and trading centers.

Getting there: 

Nearest Railway Station: Ernakulam railway station, about 7 km away.
Nearest Airport: Cochin International Airport, about 20 km from Ernakulam.

Hill Palace Museum, Thripunithura: Photo- About 10 km from Kochi, Hill Palace, the official residence of the erstwhile Kochi royal family, was built in 1865.  A full-fledged ethno-archaeological museum and Kerala's first ever heritage museum are the main attractions.

Open: 0900 -1230 hrs; 1400 - 1630 hrs. 
          Closed on Mondays

Getting there:  

Nearest Railway Station: Ernakulam railway station, about 15 km away.
Nearest Airport: Cochin International Airport, about 20 km from Ernakulam Town.

Parikshith Thampuran Museum: Photo- This museum houses a collection of coins, bronzes, copies of murals and megalithic relics of Kerala.

Getting there: 

Nearest Railway Station: Ernakulam railway station, about 1 km away.
Nearest Airport: Cochin International Airport, about 20 km from Ernakulam Town.

Kaladi: The birthplace of Adi Sankaracharya, the great Advaita philosopher of the 8th century, Kaladi is 10 km from Aluva.

Getting there: 

Nearest Railway Station: Angamali railway station, about 7 km away.
Nearest Airport: Cochin International Airport, about 8 km.

Kodanad: Photo- Situated in the high ranges on the southern bank of the Periyar, Kodanad is one of the largest elephant training centres in south India.

Location: 30 km from Kottayam town.

Getting there: 

Nearest Railway Station: Ernakulam railway station, about 30 km away.
Nearest Airport: Cochin International Airport, about 20 km from Ernakulam Town.

Chendamangalam: Photo- This is a rare geographical combination of three rivers, seven inlets, hillocks and the remains of a Jewish Synagogue.

Location: 42 km from Ernakulam town.

Getting there: 

Nearest Railway Station: Ernakulam railway station, about 42 km away.
Nearest Airport: Cochin International Airport, about 20 km from Ernakulam. Town
Malayatoor: Photo- Malayatoor is famous for the Catholic Church on the 609 m high Malayatoor hill dedicated to St. Thomas.

Location: 47 km from Kochi

Getting there: 

Nearest Railway Station: Angamali railway station, about 24 km away.
Nearest Airport: Cochin International Airport, about 20 km from Ernakulam. To

Bhoothathankettu: Photo- A picturesque haven situated in a vast virgin forest, this mythologically popular picnic spot lies close to the Salim Ali Bird Sanctuary at Thattekkadu.

Location: 50 km north east of Ernakulam town

Getting there: 

Nearest Railway Station: Ernakulam railway station, about 50 km away.
Nearest Airport: Cochin International Airport, about 20 km from Ernakulam Town.

Thattekkadu Bird Sanctuary: Photo- This sanctuary, nestled in evergreen forests, was discovered by the renowned ornithologist of India, Dr. Salim Ali and is named after him.

Location: 20 km from Kothamangalam

Getting there: 

Nearest Railway Station: Aluva railway station, about 48 km away.
Nearest Airport: Cochin International Airport, about 71 km.

Airport:

International airport at Nedumbassery (20 km from the town)
Railway Station:

Ernakulam is a major railhead of the Southern Railway 

Main station: Ernakulam Junction – Phone 131
Other stations: Ernakulam Town – Phone 0484-390920

Kochi Harbour Terminus – 0484-666050

Road:

The KSRTC Central Bus Station is near the Junction Railway Station – Phone 0484-372033

Tamil Nadu Road Transport bus station - - Phone 0484-372616

Private buses operate from High Court Junction, Railway Station and Kaloor Junction

Tourist Information Offices:

Tourist Information Officer, Dept. of Tourism – Phone 0484-360502

Govt. of India Tourist Office, Willingdon Island – Phone 0484-668352

DTPC Tourist Information Centre, Old Collectorate Bldg., Park Avenue -Phone 0484-371488

Idukki
Idukki Wildlife Sanctuary: Video -This sanctuary extends over the Thodupuzha and Udumpanchola taluks of Idukki district, spreading over 77 sq. km and is about 450 - 748 m above sea level.

Permitting Authority:
Wildlife Warden 
Idukki Wildlife Division
Phone:0486-232271

Getting there: Location 40 km from Thodupuzha town
Nearest Railway Station: Kottayam, about 114 km away from Idukki. 

Nearest Airport: Cochin International Airport, about 190 km from Idukki.

Periyar Tiger Reserve: Video -Lying close to the plantations, in the rich jungles of Periyar in Thekkady is one of the world's most fascinating natural wildlife reserves - the Periyar Wildlife Sanctuary.

Open: 0600 to 1800 hrs
Getting there: Near Thekkady

Nearest Railway Station: Kottayam, about 114 km away from Thekkady.
Nearest Airport: Cochin International Airport, about 190 km from Thekkady.

Kumily: Video- This plantation town, closely associated with Thekkady, is situated on the outskirts of the Periyar Sanctuary. An important shopping centre and spice trade centre, the main bus station and most of the medium range accommodation in the Periyar region are in Kumily.

Getting there: 4 km from Thekkady

Nearest Railway Station: Kottayam, about 140 km away from Thekkady

Nearest Airport: Cochin International Airport, about 190 km from Thekkady.

Pandikuzhi: Video- This picturesque spectrum of exotic flora, fauna and gurgling streams is cradled between Chellarkovil and the Tamil Nadu border. A popular picnic spot, Pandikuzhi offers great opportunities for trekking and is a photographer's delight.

Getting there: 5 km from Kumily
Nearest Railway Station: Kottayam, about 140 km away from Thekkady.
Nearest Airport: Cochin International Airport, about 190 km from Thekkady.

Vandiperiyar: Video-The River Periyar flowing through the centre of this town nourishes its vast tea, coffee and pepper plantations.

Getting there: 18 km from Thekkady
Nearest Railway Station: Kottayam, about 140 km away from Thekkady.
Nearest Airport: Cochin International Airport, about 190 km from Thekkady.

Vandanmedu: Video-This is one of the world's largest auction centres for cardamom. A walk through the sprawling cardamom plantations of Vandanmedu is a heady experience.

Getting there: 25 km from Kumily 
Nearest Railway Station: Kottayam, about 140 km away from Thekkady.
Nearest Airport: Cochin International Airport, about 190 km from Thekkady.

Pullumedu: Video-The winding journey to this hill town, along the Periyar River, offers a stunning view of the rolling hills draped in lush greenery.

For permission contact:

The Wildlife Preservation Officer,
Thekkady
Phone: 0486-322027  
                               

Getting there: 43 km from Thekkady, 26 km from Periyar
Nearest Railway Station: Kottayam, about 114 km away from Thekkady.
Nearest Airport: Cochin International Airport, about 190 km from Thekkady.

Kuttikanam: Video-A place for adventure tourism and trekking, or even a langourous, tranquil break.

Getting there:
Nearest Railway Station: About 130 km away from Munnar.

Nearest Airport: Cochin International Airport, about 110 km from Munnar.

Thrissanku Hills: Photo-The rolling hills, the lovely landscape and the gentle breeze make this an ideal spot for long walks.

Getting there: 4 km from Peermede, 1/2 km from Kuttikanam
Nearest Railway Station: Kottayam, about 75 km away from Peermede. 

Nearest Airport: Cochin International Airport, about 130 km from Peermede.

Peeru Hills: Video- (4 km from Peermede; 1 km from Kuttikanam): This idyllic hill station is a favourite haunt of trekkers and picnickers. The hill is named after Peer Mohammed, the Sufi saint, who spent his last days here. The Mausoleum of the saint, the summer palace of the royal family and the residence of the Diwan situated nearby are all worth a visit.
Peermede: Photo- Altitude: 915 - 1100 m above sea level

Wide vistas of tea, cardamom, rubber and coffee plantations interspersed with silver cascades, sculptural rocks, meadows and mist-cloaked hilltops make Peermede an unforgettable experience

Getting there:
Nearest Railway Station: Kottayam, about 75 km away from Peermede.

Nearest Airport: Cochin International Airport, about 130 km from Peermede.

Grampi: Photo- Rocky plains, lush hillsides, forests, trekking trails and picturesque views lend charm to this destination. The road to Grampi is flanked by unending stretches of cardamom, tea and coffee plantations.

Getting there: 5 km from Peermede; 10 km from Vandiperiyar
Nearest Railway Station: Kottayam, about 75 km away from Peermede. 

Nearest Airport: Cochin International Airport, about 130 km from Peermede.

Pattumala: Video-Lofty peaks, little streams and ever expanding tea plantations are the 
attractions of this place.

Getting there: 17 km east of Peermede; 28 km west of Thekkady

Nearest Railway Station: Kottayam, about 75 km away from Peermede.

Nearest Airport: Cochin International Airport, about 130 km from Peermede.

Vagamon: Video-Grass covered hills, velvet lawns and the cool mountain air make Vagamon
a perfect holiday retreat.
Getting there: 25 km from Peermede
Nearest Railway Station: Kottayam, about 75 km away from Peermede. 

Nearest Airport: Cochin International Airport, about 130 km from Peermede.

Sahyadri Ayurvedic Centre: Photo-A well-established Ayurvedic Hospital, Sahyadri, managed by the Peermede Development Society in Pallikunnu, is well known for its curative and rejuvenating treatment packages

Getting there: Nearest Railway Station: Kottayam, about 75 km away from Peermede. 

Nearest Airport: Cochin International Airport, about 130 km from Peermede.

Pothamedu: Photo-Pothamedu offers an excellent view of the tea, coffee and cardamom plantations in Munnar.

Getting there: 6 km from Munnar 
Nearest Railway Station: Ernakulam, about 130 km away from Munnar. 

Nearest Airport: Cochin International Airport, about 110 km from Munnar.

Devikulam: Photo-This idyllic hill station with its velvet lawns, exotic flora and fauna and the cool mountain air is a rare experience.

Getting there:  7 km from Munnar 
Nearest Railway Station: Ernakulam, about 130 km away from Munnar.

Nearest Airport: Cochin International Airport, about 110 km from Munnar.

Nyayamakad: Photo-Located between Munnar and Rajamala, Nyayamakad is a land of breathtaking waterfalls.

Getting there: 10 km from Munnar 
Nearest Railway Station: Ernakulam, about 130 km away from Munnar. 

Nearest Airport: Cochin International Airport, about 110 km from Munnar.

Mattupetty: Video-Situated at a height of 1700 m, Mattupetty is known for its highly specialised dairy farm - the Indo Swiss Livestock Project. The Mattupetty Lake and dam is a very beautiful picnic spot.

Visit time: 0900 - 1100 hrs and 1400 - 1530 hrs. 
Rate         : Rs. 5/- per head. 
Ph            : 0486 – 530389

Visitors are allowed into 3 of the 11 cattle sheds at the farm. 


Getting there: 13 km from Munnar
Nearest Railway Station: Ernakulam, about 130 km away from Munnar.
Nearest Airport: Cochin International Airport, about 110 km from Munnar.

Lock Heart Gap: Photo-  This is an ideal place for adventure tourism and trekking.

Getting there: 13 km from Munnar
Nearest Railway Station: Ernakulam, about 130 km away from Munnar.

Nearest Airport: Cochin International Airport, about 110 km from Munnar.

Rajamala: Photo- (15 km from Munnar): This is the natural habitat of the Nilgiri Tahr. Half the world population of the rare mountain goat (Hemitragas hylocres), which is fast becoming extinct, is now found here. The Nilgiri Tahrs are today reduced to small herds found in the Eravikulam ‑ Rajamala region. The total number of Nilgiri Tahrs in Rajamala is estimated at 1317.

Eravikulam National Park: Video- The 97 sq. km. park is situated in the Devikulam taluk and is home to the Nilgiri Tahr. The Anamudi peak (2695 m) is located in the southern region of the park.

Permitting Authority:
Wildlife Warden 
Eravikulam National Park
Ph:0486 530487

Getting there: 15 km from Munnar
Nearest Railway Station: Ernakulam, about 130 km away from Munnar.
Nearest Airport: Cochin International Airport, about 110 km from Munnar.

Power House Waterfalls: Photo- This waterfall on the way to Thekkady from Munnar cascades down a steep rock 2000 m above sea level.

Getting there: 18 km from Munnar
Nearest Railway Station: Ernakulam, about 130 km away from Munnar. 

Nearest Airport: Cochin International Airport, about 110 km from Munnar.

Thekkady: Video- In the Periyar forest of Thekkady is one of the finest wildlife reserves in India, and spread across the entire district is picturesque plantations and hill towns.

Getting there:
Nearest Railway Station: Kottayam, about 114 km away from Thekkady.
Nearest Airport: Cochin International Airport, about 190 km from Thekkady.
Munnar: Video-Situated 1600 m above sea level, this hill station with sprawling tea plantations, picture-book towns, winding lanes and holiday facilities is a popular resort town

Altitude: 5000 to 8000 ft. above sea level.

Temperatue: 00C - 300C 
(Summer: 15.2 0C - 25.80C, Winter: 00C - 100C)
Rainfall: 275 cm

Getting there:
Nearest Railway Station: Ernakulam, about 130 km away from Munnar.
Nearest Airport: Cochin International Airport, about 110 km from Munnar.

Marayoor: Video-This is the only place in Kerala that has a natural growth of sandalwood trees.
The caves (muniyaras) with murals and relics from the New Stone Age civilization is of great interest to tourists.

Getting there: 40 km from Munnar.
Nearest Railway Station: Ernakulam, about 130 km away from Munnar. 

Nearest Airport: Cochin International Airport, about 110 km from Munnar.

Top Station: Photo- 1700 m above sea level; this is the highest point on the Munnar - Kodaikanal road. The rare Neelakurinji (Strobilanthus) belongs to this region

Getting there: 32 km from Munnar

Nearest Railway Station: Ernakulam, about 130 km away from Munnar.

Nearest Airport: Cochin International Airport, about 110 km from Munnar.

Thommankuthu: Photo-The seven-step waterfall here is a much loved picnic spot.

Getting there: 17 km from Thodupuzha
Nearest Railway Station: Ernakulam, about 130 km away from Munnar. 

Nearest Airport: Cochin International Airport, about 110 km from Munnar.

Chinnar Wildlife Sanctuary: Photo-60 km from MunnarSituated on the Tamil Nadu border, the Chinnar Wildlife Sanctuary is spread across 90.44 sq. km.

Open: 07:00 - 18:00 hrs

Permitting Authority: 
Wildlife Warden, Idukki Wild Division, Painav/ Wildlife DFO, Munnar Ph: 530487.
Entry passes are available at the office of the ACF or the Check Post Information Counter

Getting there: Location Marayoor - Udumalpet Road 
Nearest Railway Station: Ernakulam, about 200 km away.
Nearest Airport: Cochin International Airport, about 185 km away.

Ramakalmedu: Photo-Rolling green hills and the fresh mountain air make Ramakalmedu
an enchanting retreat.

Getting there: 16 km from Nedumkandam

Nearest Railway Station: Ernakulam, about 130 km away from Munnar

Nearest Airport: Cochin International Airport, about 110 km from Munnar.

Tourist Information Offices:

District Tourist Information Office, Department of Tourism, Thekkady junction, Kumaly-Phone 0486 - 322620

DTPC Information Centre, Old Munnar –Phone 0486 - 530679 / 530682.

