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RESHMA BHARADWAJ

Assistant Professor at Sree Sankaracharya University of Sanskrit,
Kalady, Reshma took her PhD in Ways of Being: Ontological
Insurrections by Little Selves in Keralam from the Department of
Social Anthropology, University of Bergen, Norway.

Editor of “Mithyakalkkappuram” (on homosexuality in Kerala) and
translator of Romantic Encounters of a Sexworker by Nalini
Jameela. Her recent publications also include a book chapter,
Death, Friendship and Migration of Queer People: Revisiting the
Countryside of Keralam.
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K. R. MEERA

K. R. Meera is one of Kerala’'s most influential writers and
journalists, known for her thought-provoking works that
challenge traditional power structures and engage deeply
with political and social issues. Her exceptional contributions
to literature have earned her some of the most prestigious
accolades, including the Kendra Sahitya Akademi Award,
Kerala Sahitya Akademi Award, PUCL Human Rights National
Award for Journalism, Odakkuzhal Award and Vayalar Award
solidifying her status as a leading voice in contemporary
Indian literature.

Meera was born in Sasthamkotta, Kollam district in Kerala. She
is an alumna of D.B College, Sasthamcotta and Gandhigram
Rural Institute, Dindigul, Tamil Nadu. In 1993, she joined as a
journalist in Kottayam-based Malayalam daily Malayala
Manorama. During her career as a journalist, K. R. Meera
uncovered several noteworthy stories, earning her the
Chowara Parameswaran Award and the Deepalaya National
Journalism Award for Child Rights.
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SANGEETHA VALLAT

Sangeetha Vallat, a seeker of stories, is the author of Platform
Ticket (Penguin Random House) a memoir of her ticketing days in
Railways. She is passionate about books, travel, friends and
conversations. Relinquishing a memorable career spanning
fourteen years in the Indian Railways, she now lives in Dubai with
her husband. Her short stories are featured in several anthologies
and online journals. Platform Ticket is longlisted for the Bangalore
Literature Festival's AttaGalatta Book Prize.
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ARYAKRISHNAN R

Aryakrishnan R is an artist based in Kochi. They were awarded the
Young Curators Award 2016-17 by the Kochi Biennale Foundation
and were a resident at the Sommerakademie Paul Klee in
Switzerland.

Their work has been showcased both in India and internationally,
including exhibitions at Clark House, Mumbai (2017); Kochi-Muziris
Biennale (2018); Nottingham Art Mela, Nottingham (2020); Queer
Arts Festival, Vancouver (2022); and Grand Palais, Bern (2024);
Kaalo, Nepal (2025).
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SADAM HANJABAM

Sadam Hanjabam is the Founder of Ya_All: The Youth Network.
He is also the curator of Asid’s first all transmen football team.
Ya_All was listed among 10 Global Initiatives led by queer
people fighting for an inclusive cause around the globe by the
United Nations Envoy on Youth. Sadam was acknowledged by
Dettol among 100 Protectors recently and included among 50
Stories of Kindness by UNESCO. His story has been
documented by Apple TV in a docu-series called The Me You
Can't See, co-produced by Oprah Winfrey and Prince Harry, as
well as the Amazon Prime series “Rainbow Rishta”. He is a TEDx
Speaker, UNDP Youth Colab Fellow and Transforming
Communities for Inclusion Fellow.
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DR. VENU VASUDEVAN

A doctor by training, Dr Venu Vasudevan is a distinguished IAS
officer (1990 batch) with extensive experience in the ministries of
art, culture, and tourism in Kerala and the Central Government.
As Director and later Tourism Secretary for Kerala, Dr. Vasudevan
was the visionary behind many transformative initiatives. He is the
founder of the Kerala Travel Mart, the country's biggest
international travel fair. During his tenure as Director General of the
National Museum, Delhi, he spearheaded a major organisational
overhaul, including the reopening of galleries and the refashioning
of spaces.

After retiring as the Chief Secretary for the Government of Keralg,
Dr Vasudevan was appointed as the chairperson of Kochi Biennale
Foundation and, more recently, as the Director and Curator of the
Mathrubhumi International Festival of Letters (MBIFL) 2026.

A keen trekker and an active thespian, his visitor-first approach
has ensured the remarkable success of his many projects.
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INDU KRISHNA

Indu Krishna is a trailblazer who redefined travel for women
in Kerala. In 2015 she launched Escape Now—an
empowering online community designed to fuel women’s
wanderlust and encourage independent exploration.
Thanks to her efforts, over 7,500 women have discovered the
confidence to travel solo, participating in more than 400
adventures across India and abroad. Indu’s platform equips
members with practical resources and opportunities to earn
through travel, making every journey a catalyst for personal
and financial growth. As a state resource person for
Responsible Tourism Kerala, she also drives sustainable and
culturally respectful travel practices.
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KRIPA SURESH

Kripa Suresh is an emerging photojournalist and an ardent traveller,
currently interning with The Hindu in Trivandrum. She is an
internationally educated photographer, having completed her
postgraduate studies in photojournalism at Speos, Paris, after
receiving the prestigious French government's Charpak Master
Scholarship. Kripa's talent has earned her significant recognition,
including being a three-time winner of the Kerala University
Photography Competition and securing first place at the National
Level Photography Competition. She has also been highlighted as
one of Sony's young photographers.

Her powerful visual work has been exhibited internationally in
locations including Stockholm, New York, and Greece, making her a
compelling figure for art-focused travellers and vloggers. Kripa
holds an undergraduate degree in English Language and Literature
and received the Cambridge Outstanding Learner's Award during
her schooling, highlighting a foundation in both visual and textual
storytelling.
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DR. GINU ZACHARIA
OOMMEN

Dr. Ginu Zacharia Oommen is a Kerala-based public intellectual and
one of India’s leading experts on migration, currently serving as the
Chairperson of the Kerala State Food Commission.

Dr. Oommen has an extensive international academic background,
making him a compelling figure for global travelers and cultural
commentators. He has held numerous distinguished positions
worldwide, including a Visiting Professorship at the Fondation Maison
des Sciences de 'Homme (FMSH), Paris (2016), and fellowships in
France, Germany (zentrum Moderner Orient in Berlin), and Sweden
(Uppsala University). He has also served as a consultant for
international organizations like the World Bank. His expertise now
benefits the International Institute for Migration and Development
and the Middle East Institute.
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VIDHU VINCENT

Vidhu Vincent is an award-winning film director, writer, and
former journalist from Kollam, Kerala.

After a career as a reporter, producer, and acclaimed
documentarian, with award-winning works like 'Vrithiyude Jathi,
Vidhu made history with her debut feature film, Manhole (2016).
The film earned her the Kerala State Film Award for Best Director,
making her the first woman ever to achieve this distinction.
Manhole also won the Silver Crow Pheasant and the FIPRESCI Prize
at the International Film Festival of Kerala (IFFK). She followed this
success with films like Stand Up (2019) and Viral Sebi (2022).

Her talent extends to writing; in 2020, she received the prestigious
Kerala Sahitya Akademi Award for her travelogue, 'Daivam Olivil
Poya Naalugal' (The Days When God Went into Hiding). Vidhu's
unique blend of journalism, filmmaking, and award-winning
travel writing makes her an exceptional voice for literary fests,
cultural enthusiasts, and travel readers.
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ADARSH ONNATT

Adarsh Onnatt is a distinguished writer, literary critic, and
journalist known for his insightful analysis of cultural, social, and
political issues across both English and Malayalam media.

Adarsh began his career in mainstream media, working as a
journalist with The Times of India. His reporting and
thought-provoking commentary have since appeared in
leading  Malayalam  publications, including Malayala
Manorama, Mathrubhumi, and Samakalika Malayalam, as well
as in Tehelka magazine. This broad media presence makes him
a recognised figure in contemporary Indian discourse.

Beyond journalism, Adarsh is a respected literary critic
celebrated for his meticulous engagement with cultural texts.
He is also recognised as a translator, actively helping to bring
diverse voices across linguistic barriers. His commitment to
critical inquiry, spanning journalism, criticism, and translation,
makes Adarsh Onnatt a compelling and influential speaker and
a source of deep, engaging commentary for discerning readers.
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CHEF SANZA SANDILE

Chef Sanza Sandile is the founder of the famed Johannesburg Yeoville
Dinner Club, a space for tasting Pan African futures while sharing a
dinner table. Each night, he opens a carefully curated table in his spot
on ever-buzzing Rockey Street that serves as the temporary home for
the stories his guests bring to it: Safe, savoury and clever. Dubbed a
gastronomic smuggler and the “El Bulli of Yeoville”, Sanza Sandile
affirms the dignity of encounters by his unique twist to otherwise
well-known African dishes, such as vegan Egusi or okra stews. His
mixology of flavours, tastes and stories speaks to his early career as a
radio DJ and selector at YFM and other radio stations of crucial
importance in the sonic history

of South Africa. His home, inspiration and utopia is Yeoville, the famed
Johannesburg suburb called the “most diverse neighbourhood in
Africa” in a recent feature in the Economist (2019). It is here in Yeoville
that he gathers ideas for dishes based on stories of migration and
belonging, and taps into the wealth of knowledge of the local,
abundant food market and its protagonists. All comes together at the
table of the Yeoville Dinner Club, which is both an archive of routes
and stories, soon to be turned into a book.
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